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SOMETHING YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT... 





Reverend D-Von 


For months now, Reverend D-Von has been one of the most entertaining characters on SmackDown! 
As Mr. McMahon's spiritual advisor, he has made a habit of offering fans religious salvation in exchange for 
their hard-earned dollars. The ease with which D-Von adapted to his new character was evident from the 
moment he donned the black suit and collar. It may seem to many like this character came naturally to him. 
In fact, it did. 

“My father and mother are both preachers,” D-Von says. “I asked them about the character before | did 
it, and they were for it the whole way, 100 percent. They didn’t see anything wrong with it. | don’t think | 
would have been able to go through with this without their blessing. They said they liked it, because they 
said after this career is over, they expect to see me in the pulpit.” 

He admits that he was a bit worried when he first started portraying the character. 

“When you talk about religion, people act a little funny,” D-Von says. “Don't get on my case because l'm 
portraying a character in the ring. l'm not blaspheming; I'm not doing anything | think would be disrespectful 
toward God. You've got churches out there doing that themselves. Don’t come down on me; come down on 
the people that are really out there doing the so-called 'Devil's work.’ These people—the fake healers, the 
people that are asking for the almighty dollar because if they don’t get it, God is going to destroy them— 
these are the ones you need to be getting on. You've got people doing things like that, so don’t tell me what 
I'm doing is wrong, because l'm just portraying a character on television.” 

Week in and week out, D-Von collects hundreds—sometimes thousands—of dollars from fans at arenas 
around the world. But as corrupt and immoral as the Reverend D-Von character is on-screen, he is the exact 
opposite off-screen. In fact, the real-life Devon Hughes says he will be putting that money to good use. 

"| do take the money and put it in my sock drawer," he smiles. “But after that it goes to charity, either a 
local church or the Salvation Army. 

“What | really want to do with that money is to give it to the people in New York, as part of the World 
Trade Center funds. | was born and raised in New York, and lived just 30 minutes outside of the city in New 
Rochelle.” 

D-Von lived in New York until June 27, 2001—just two and a half months before the events of 
September 11. He says the tragedy was a rough time for him, and now that he's got this money piling up, 
he wants to use it to help others. 

“I'm not there with the people of New York during this, going through what they're going through, but at 
least | can help out," he says. “The money the fans are giving me, | am taking it and putting it in that sock 
drawer and waiting to tally everything in; I'm putting a little bit of my own money in as well. Hopefully it will 
help some people out.” 

Oh, testify! 


- Seth Mates 
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Letters to the editor 


fan 


Dear Editor, 


Thank you so much for gracing the cover of the June issue of 


RAW Magazine with two of the most inspiring and talented 
people in the world—Matt and Jeff Hardy. I enjoyed the inter- 
view with them so much. They are both such amazing and 
interesting people, and are my very favorite WWE Superstars. 
p. қ The interview, along with 
the great pictures, made 

that issue the best ever. 
Tiffany Castagna 
Portage, IN 


Dear Editor, 
I would like to thank you 
so much for putting the 
Hardy Boyz in the June 
issue. I loved the article 
and interview. The pic- 
tures of the guys were 
amazing. You guys did a 
great job on the cover, 
too. They haven't been on 
the cover—or for that 
matter in the magazine— 
for a long time, so I'm 
glad that you finally 
decided to put them on 
the cover once again. In 
future, I would love to see more Hardy Boyz covers, articles 
and pictures. You guys always make them look great. 

Julie 
Via E-mail 


Dear Editor, 
I really liked the June issue, especially the section on the 
Dudley Boyz and APA splitting up. But the best article was 
the Matt and Jeff Hardy interview—it was great. I really 
liked how the article showed the Hardyz inside and outside 
the ring. They make wrestling intense with their mat style. 
The June issue was the best one ever! 
Tim Notarile 
Gilbert, AZ 
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Dear Editor, 

When I saw the Hardy Boyz on the cover of the June issue, 
I grabbed it off the newsstand—Jeff is my all-time favorite! 
That article was great, but then I was heartbroken to read 
about the split up of the APA and the Dudley Boyz. I was 
hoping that things were going to be temporary, but this just 
made the split between these two great teams seem permanent. 
I hope this doesn’t mean we’ll be seeing the end of D-Von 
and Bubba Ray putting people through tables or Faarooq and 
Bradshaw kicking butt—that will really make me mad. The 
other article I really enjoyed was the one on Randy Orton. He’s 
really hot! I hope that you consider doing a photo shoot with 
him, and maybe putting him in the centerfold sometime soon. 


Renée Armitage 
Edmonton, Alberta, CA 


Dear Editor, 

In March, I had the pleasure of meeting two excellent WWE 
Superstars, when Al Snow and Maven were in Detroit. It was 
1:00 a.m., and you could tell they were tired, but they didn’t 
disappoint any fans who were there. They signed autographs 
and took pictures. They are the best—very friendly and 
great to their fans. Thanks to both of them. They will always 
be No. 1 in our house. 


Michelle & Nicky 
Newport, MI 
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From Ringside. 


Random thoughts from under 
the black Resistol hat from a 
proud Oklahoman who is 
privileged to have the best 
seat in the house. 





It's soapbox time for yours truly. I 
want to address what is, in my opinion, 
the most important asset a WWE 
Superstar can possess. It is the emotion 
known as heart. Without heart, things 
such as cool entrance music, an endless 
stream of catch phrases, big muscles and 
devastating finishing moves become as 
neutered as one of Bob Barker's pets. 

The most enduring stars of any stage 
or athletic field all have at least one 
common denominator: a genuine love 
of what they do. These men and women 
fight through a variety of challenges 
that seem to constantly rear their ugly 
heads. 

In WWE, these challenges come 
in a variety of forms. Injuries can 
certainly alter a performer's career. 
Creative direction, although always 
well-meaning, can derail any talent. A 
soft economy and the “coolness” factor 
can adversely affect live-event atten- 
dance. (And yes, I’m aware of that all- 
night, gas-station grand opening, too.) 

The great ones seem to work through 
these challenges. Our nation's leaders, 
such as Abraham Lincoln—a former 
wrestler—and Martin Luther King, 
defied public sentiment to remain stead- 
fast in their beliefs as to what kind of 


Check out the Ross Report every Friday on WWE.com 


country America should be. My boy- 
hood idol, Mickey Mantle, battled per- 
sonal demons and a rash of crippling 
injuries to have an 18-year Hall of Fame 
career with the New York Yankees. 
Mick had heart. Our friend and fellow 
fan, the late Walter Payton, one of the 
NFL’s all-time greats on and off the 
field, faced terminal cancer with the 
same heart and passion he used on the 
“frozen tundra” of Soldier Field on 
frigid December afternoons. Darren 
Drozdov displays passion and heart 
every day of his life, working toward 
the moment he can leave his wheel- 
chair behind. Droz has a helluva lot of 
heart that motivates me more than I 
will ever be able to adequately express. 

And that brings me to today’s WWE 
Superstars. Our company is blessed 
with an abundance of strong-willed, 
talented performers. Challenges are 
nothing new to most of them. Most 
realize that these challenges, like a 





By Jim Ross 


vindictive ex-wife, will never go away. 

Personal agendas are never as 
important as the “big picture.” Some, 
unfortunately, do not always see things 
that way. Those that do, endure. Those 
that do not, go home. We are all blessed 
with the ability to understand these 
matters and act accordingly. 

Is the glass half-empty or half-full? 
That’s an individual choice, I guess, 
but I personally prefer the half-full 
approach. 

I am happy to report that the vast 
majority of WWE Superstars feel the 
same way. Without a doubt, the best is 
yet to come for these men and women, 
and for our fans. 

See you next month. 
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Briton and the Beasts 


 Regal's Royal 
World of Reptiles 


Recently, William Regal invited RAW Magazine to his 
home outside of Atlanta, and allowed us to photograph 
his unique collection of cold-blooded pets. 

Regal has been an avid reptile collector since the age 
of 9, and maintains a large and ever-changing menagerie 
to this day. His current collection includes his iguana Bluey 
(far bottom, left) and Billy, an Argentinian tegu (right). 

"| don't know what it is about them. They've always 
fascinated me," Regal told us. 
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FOZZY ROCKS! Catch Happenstance, the newest release from 
the band fronted by the one and only “Moongoose McQueen”! 
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*MACHO MAN" 
RANDY SAVAGE 


Strengths 

The *Macho Man” is a second-gen- 
eration athlete. He was trained by his 
father, the great Angelo Poffo, who 
instilled in him the fundamentals of the 
sport, and also taught him to use any 
tactic necessary to win. It was Savage's 
rule-breaking style that first got him 
noticed. But as time passed, his ground 
technique and high-risk style meshed as | 
he soared to new heights. 


Weaknesses 

A quick temper was one of Savage's 
main flaws. Often distracted by events 
outside the ring, Savage would quickly 
lose focus and leap to the arena floor 
either to protect his lady or mouth off at 
a grating fan. Quite frequently, bringing 





the lovely Miss Elizabeth to ringside 
backfired on him, as his mind would 
be on everything but his opponent. 
This would leave him vulnerable and 
momentarily defenseless to attacks. 


Key Wins 

Without a doubt, the biggest win of 
Savage's career came in the main event 
of WrestleMania IV in 1988. After the 
World title was declared vacant by then- 
president Jack Tunney, a tournament 
was created to crown a new champion. 
During one extraordinary evening, 
Savage defeated "The Natural" Butch 
Reed, Greg "the Hammer" Valentine, 
One Man Gang and finally “The Million- 
Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase to capture 
the title. 

Four years later at WrestleMania VIII, 
Savage defeated "Nature Boy" Ric Flair 
to begin his second reign as World Cham- 
pion. At the 1995 edition of WCW's 
World War Ш, Savage outlasted 59 other 
competitors in a battle royal to win the 
vacant WCW Championship. 


Key Losses 

At WrestleMania III in 1987, Savage 
battled Ricky "the Dragon" Steamboat 
in a classic that both fans and Superstars 
consider one of the greatest matches 
in sports-entertainment history. Despite 
a strong effort and several near-falls, 
Savage fell short and lost his title to 





Steamboat before 93,000 screaming fans. 
At WrestleMania V two years later, 
Savage defended the World Champion- 
ship against Hulk Hogan. Once again, 
he fell short as the Hulkster ended his 
yearlong reign as champion. 


Finishing Moves 
When the “Macho Man” feels it is 
time to end a contest, he leaves his semi- 





conscious opponent on the mat, races 
to the corner and perches himself high 


atop the top turnbuckle. After initially 
crouching, Savage stands up straight to 
better measure the distance he needs to 
cover. He then points to the heavens in 
a circular motion and soars across the 
ring, delivering a stiff elbow to the chest. 
As his opponent lies gasping for breath, 
Savage hooks their leg and awaits the 
inevitable three-count. 


Strategy 

In order to defeat Triple H, Savage 
would need to isolate “The Game's" 
lower body and go to work on his legs. 
Not only would this game plan prevent 
the "Cerebral Assassin" from applying 
the Pedigree, but it would also increase 
Savage's chances of nailing his flying 
elbow. If unable to outwrestle Triple H, 
Savage would likely resort to his old 
tricks and pull a pair of knucks from 
his tights. One punch later, Savage would 
be heading toward the top rope and 
preparing to deliver the elbow of doom. 








TRIPLE H 


Strengths 
Not only does Triple H possess sheer 
physical strength, he is extremely intelli- 


gent, with an unparalleled knowledge of 


the business. Trained by the legendary 
Killer Kowalski, the "Cerebral Assassin" 
learned the ins and outs of sports- 
entertainment from a man who has seen 
and heard it all. 

Following in the footsteps of his idol 
Ric Flair, Triple H uses a variety of knee- 
lifts and heavy blows to wear down an 
opponent. But perhaps his greatest asset 
is his brawling ability, which has earned 





him numerous big victories in Street 
Fights and Hell in the Cell contests. 


Weaknesses 

Although he hasn't shown any signs 
of weakness or fatigue following quadri- 
ceps surgery and a lengthy rehabilitation 
last year, "The Game's" enemies con- 
stantly look to exploit his injury by 
focusing on that leg. Their belief is that 
his surgically repaired muscle may not 
be as strong as it once was. 


Key Wins 

Upon returning from a nine-month 
absence, Triple H looked to prove to 
the world that he was better than ever. 


Not only did he win this year's Royal 
Rumble and the No. 1 contender's spot, 
he also won his fifth World Champion- 
ship by defeating Chris Jericho for the 
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FANTASY 


Undisputed title at WrestleMania X8. 
At Judgment Day, Triple H upended 
Jericho once again in a high-stakes Hell 
in a Cell match. 

Another key Hell in the Cell victory 
came at the 2000 No Way Out, when 
Triple H sent former World Champion 
Mick Foley through the top of the cage 
and through the canvas, officially retiring 
the hardcore legend. 


Key Losses 

Earlier this year at Backlash, Triple H 
encountered his first major setback since 
his amazing return. After Undertaker 
interfered in the match and laid out “The 
Game" with a steel chair, the legendary 
Hollywood Hulk Hogan covered him 
for the victory. Another major loss on 
Triple H's résumé occurred at Wrestle- 
Mania X-Seven when he suffered a defeat 
at the hands of Undertaker. 


Finishing Move 

When the “Cerebral Assassin" has 
an opponent in a weakened state, he 
straddles them, locks their arms behind 
their back, picks them up off the ground 
and drops to his knees, sending them 
face-first into the canvas. The Pedigree 
forces the mass of Triple H's body onto 
a rival's head as he crashes into the 
ground. It is an utterly devastating effect, 
similar to a knockout blow from a 
heavyweight boxer. 


Strategy 

It's common knowledge that Randy 
Savage was a crafty competitor. In order 
to ensure victory, Triple H would have 
to stoop a little lower than the “Macho 
Man.” Thumbs to the eyes, low blows 
and even biting might help Triple H anger 
Savage enough to push him over the edge 
"The Game" the advantage. 


when it comes to sheer 


and give 
However, 
strength, the scales clearly tip in favor 
of Triple H. If he were able to punish 
Savage long enough, the chances of 
him going airborne would decrease. A 
grounded Savage would be one mistake 
away from a Pedigree. 
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Final Analysis 

Though their styles share many 
similarities, it's difficult to pick a sure 
victor between these two legendary 
athletes. Since many feel Triple H is just 
beginning to hit his peak, competing 
against the "Macho Man" in his prime 
would be a worthy test to ascertain how 
tough he really is. While Savage didn't 





compete in any Hell in the Cell matches, 
he was known for taking risks in standard 
cage matches, often attempting dare- 
devil flying elbows from the 15-foot- 
high structure. For two men known to 
follow their own rules, a cage match 
would likely be the perfect way to 
determine who was the better man 
between the ropes. Ш 
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А MUST HAVE FOR 
ANY TRUE FAN! 


NONSSEEN IN THE. ЦАЎ 


Two Hours & 24 Minutes of 
Action-Packed Excitementi 
MAY 4, 2002 — London, England 
World Wrestling Entertainment” 
invades Wembley Arena for an 
extraordinary event that measures 
7.2 on the Richter Scale. 


W Superstar Matches Include: 
| Triple H™ vs. Undertaker” 
| Stone Cold Steve Austin” vs. Big Show™ 


Intercontinental Championship Match: 
Eddie Guerrero™ vs. Rob Van Dam” 


Hardcore Championship 
Steven Richards" vs. Booker T" 
Bradshaw" vs. X-Pac™ 


Haray Boy m Sam далы” 


with Paul Heyman™ 


European Championship Match: 
Spike Dudley™ vs. William Regal™ 


Diva’s Tag Team Match: 


Jazz” vs. Trish Stratus™ 
Molly Holly™ Jacqueline™ 
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It's time for RAW Magazine's column 
on love, sex and everything in 
between, hosted by a Diva who has 
inspired more than her share of those 
emotions, Terri Runnels. Please submit 
your own questions from the world 

of Eros to Terri by e-mailing them to: 
askterri@wwe.com. 


Q: Terri, I really need your help. I’ve 
been with my boyfriend since high 
school—it’s been 15 years now. We’re 
married in every way but the license. 
Lately though, I’ve noticed changes 
in him. My friends say he hasn’t 
changed, just that I’ve become aware 
of what they’ve been trying to tell me 
for years. 

Okay, ГЇЇ get to the point... Pm а 
legal secretary and have been doing 
very well in my job. My boss has been 
mentoring me and thinks I have real 
potential as a lawyer. Since he’s a 
senior partner, he’s even recommended 
that the firm cover the tuition for law 
school. Sounds great, doesn’t it? Well, 
my boyfriend was happy about it at 
first, but since I started my second 
semester, he has been miserable. He’s 
moody. He tells me that I’m too old to 
go back to school (sometimes I think 
he’s right when I see the others in my 
class). On nights when I’m studying 
hard, he suddenly wants to go out and 
party—this from a guy who keeps the 
remote in his hand. I’ve talked to him 
about it, but he gets all hurt and I’m 
the one who winds up apologizing. 
What can I do? — A.M., Chicago, IL 
A: If you like being controlled, stay 
and keep doing what you are doing. If 
not and he won't listen—get out! Life 
is too short to live miserably. It’s a 
tough decision to make, but you don’t 
want to wake up one day and wonder 
what happened to your life. Good luck! 





О: You are one of the hottest women 
in the world, but I’ve recently seen a 
woman at a local club who comes 
close. She's beautiful, and Га really 
like to start up a conversation with 


her. None of my friends know the 
people she's with, so a mutual intro- 
duction is out. But I don't want to come 
off like a jerk and get off on the wrong 
foot by saying the wrong thing. Is there 
a sure-fire line you can recommend 
that would open the door? — D.A., 
Laramie, WY 

A: Wow! A girl almost as hot as me. 
Thanks. Okay, I am going to help you 
and every other guy out there. Hot 
women do not respond to pick-up 
lines. Most of them have heard every 
line in the book already. The surest way 
not to "pick up" a hot chick is to spit 
out some cheesy line. Instead, buy her 
а drink, look into her eyes...seduction 
is sure to follow. 


О: I’ve been thinking about this for a 
long time and thought it's time to ask 
an expert. I'm a victim of genetics: I 
have small breasts. I would like to look 








By Terri Runnels 


hot and sexy for my boyfriend, but don't 
know if I should go under the knife. 
What do you think I should do? — 
S.K., Baltimore, MD 
A: Hmmm, so you think I have some 
expertise in this area? Okay, let's be 
honest: we know I do. I love my breasts, 
and chances are good that you would 
love your new ones, too. If you have 
the funds, if you are aware of the pain 
involved, if you have been to a couple 
of reputable doctors in your area, and if 
you have weighed the pros and cons, 
then you will make the right decision. 
The key here is information. Get 
lots of it. Talk to others who have gone 
to the doctors you are considering. If 
you do decide to get new breasts, enjoy 
them! 


Q: I met my boyfriend a few months 
ago and at first he was responsive to 
my needs. But lately, things have 
changed. It's like being with another 
person—a Chippendale’s dancer. Now, 
before we have sex, he wants to do a 
striptease. Once in a while it's cute, 
but this is not my idea of paradise 
when we make love. When I told him I 
didn't want to watch him dance, he 
got mad. Should I apologize before I 
lose him for good or should I just let 
him go? — R.S., Reston, VA 

A: FII make this short and sweet: You 
don't have to worry about letting him 
go—he's gone, honey! If you are in the 
mood to see a guy do a striptease...go 
pay for it, at least you won't have all of 
the drama that follows from having 
your friend's genitals in your face. 
Better judgment next time. 


Love & Kisses, 
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World Wrestling Entertainment” Home Video presents 
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by Seth Mates 





GIRL POWER 


Two women emerge from the pack to prove that they are Tough Enough 








The winners receive congratulations from Stacy 
Keibler (top) and give each other a victory hug 
(bottom center). Ivory interviews first season 
winner Nidia (bottom right). Stacy and the 
Coach announce the winners (bottom left). 
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Is sports-entertainment a male- 
dominated industry? You wouldn't know 
it by looking at Jackie Gayda and Linda 
Miles. In May, these two women sur- 
prised the experts by emerging as the 
champions of Tough Enough 2 

"Jackie called it from the time we've 
been here,” said Linda, shortly after her 
victory. “Each night, she and I would be 
in our rooms talking about who we 
thought was going to win. She said that 
two females were going to win. I thought, 
*Well, last season, two women didn't 
win, so I don't know what makes you 
think this now.' [When she won] I got 
up and pointed to her, and said, ‘You 
called it! You called it!" 

Jackie believes she was picked 
because of her passion for the business, 
which viewers got to see firsthand in the 
last episodes of the show when, despite 
à severe knee injury, she not only refused 
to go home, but also continued working 





out in the ring. 

“I had a good story and something I 
could fight through—and what gets you 
through something is when you know 
you have the desire to do it,” she said. 

Tough Enough 2 head trainer Al Snow 
said both women deserved to win. 

“[Linda] has the personality and the 
drive. She's obviously got the physicality 
to do it, and most importantly she has 
the passion," Snow said. “[Jackie] has 
all of those great strengths, but I think 
her heart stands out the most. Without 
heart and passion for this business, you 
can have all the talent, skill, charisma 
and athletic ability, but it won't mean 
[anything]. If you don't have the heart, 
passion, drive and desire that you 
absolutely have to do this, then don't 
do it." 

Jackie and Linda were among the 
four finalists who came to The World on 
May 30 for the season finale, broadcast 
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A tearful Jackie holds her trophy aloft (top). Runner-up Jake sits with his family (bottom left). Ivory interviews runners-up Hawk, Kenny and Pete 
(bottom center), and proud mentor Al Snow stands with the winners. 








live on MTV and hosted by Stacy Keibler 
and Jonathan Coachman. The episode 
was attended by the entire casts of Tough 
Enough 1 and 2. 

After Jackie and Linda were 
announced as the winners, the two 
runners-up—Jake and Kenny—were 
both very emotional. 

“I really thought going into the final 
four that I was one of the favorites," 
said Kenny. “I’m gonna go back home, 
take a little time to regroup from this... 
And then hell, you're going to see me 
in WWE soon. I’m not done.” 

Jake agreed, saying he hopes to bring 
his “Chisel” character to a WWE ring 
very soon. “I thought that like last year, 
it would be a guy and a girl. So right 
when they picked Linda, I thought it was 
me or Kenny. Then they started saying, 
‘Jaa...’ like that, and I’m like, "What?" 

Pete, who was eliminated on the next- 
to-last episode of the series, says that 
the final episode was especially hard 
for him. 

“Imagine being able to get so close 
to winning a million dollars, and your 
world just comes crashing down on you,” 
һе said. "That's what it was like for 
me. I wanted to be a wrestler so bad; I 
got bitten by the wrestling bug so bad. 
And that last week, the rug was taken 
out from under me, but that's not going 
to stop me." 

Snow hopes all the runners-up will 
pursue their dreams. "Just because it 
wasn't their time tonight, doesn't mean 
it will never be their time. I encourage 
them to keep after it and pursue it; chase 
that dream and don't give up on it.” 

Jake, Kenny and Pete aren't the only 
Tough Enough 2 runners-up who hope 


to still make it in sports-entertainment. 
Nearly all of the 11 also-rans plan to 
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continue in the business in one form 
or another—including 6-foot-10, 330- 
pound Matt Morgan, who has already 
signed a developmental contract with 
WWE. 

“From day one, I really thought I was 
going to win this,” said Matt, who left 
the show due to a knee injury during 
episode five. *So when I left, I said to 
myself, ‘You got hurt for a reason. God 
wants you to work a little bit harder for 
this. But about a week after I got back 
from my injury, I got a call from WWE 
telling me they wanted me to come 
down to their training facility and work 
out with them. And I did. 

“I listened and learned. I was a 
sponge, absorbing everything around me. 
I tried to demonstrate everything I could 
during my time there, and everything 
worked out." 

With the second season of Tough 
Enough now finished, it's time to look 
ahead to Tough Enough 3, which debuts 
on MTV in September. Snow will return 
for his third season as head trainer, to be 


joined by Ivory and Hugh Morrus. 


Shortly after her victory, Jackie 
offered some advice for anyone taking 
part in future seasons of Tough Enough. 

“Never give up, no matter what hap- 
pens,” she said. “If you truly want to 
do it, as long as you have that heart and 
desire...you've got to want it inside so it 
can get outside. Don't get discouraged 
if things don't go the way you want them 
to. If you're not feeling it on a certain 
day, it'll come. You need one good time, 
one good match—the first time you do 
a move right, it'll stick with you. If you 
want it, you'll keep working at it. You 
can't give up. Don't get discouraged." 

Snow echoed Jackie's words, and 
offered insight as to why he takes Tough 
Enough so seriously. 

“Гуе said before that I'm not going to 
fool myself or anybody else out there 
into believing that I’m going to leave 
a legacy in this business like Triple H, 
The Rock or Undertaker,’ Snow said. 
“I’m going to leave a legacy for these 
kids. These kids will be my legacy. 
They're going to perpetuate my immor- 
tality long after I’m gone.” ш 


JACKIE'S BOYFRIEND SPEAKS 


What would an MTV series be without a love triangle? 
On Tough Enough 2, the "hot tub incident" with Pete 
and Jackie certainly caused problems between Jackie 
and her boyfriend 

At the Tough Enough 2 season finale, Jackie's boy- 
friend, Jason Tait, offered his insight into the whole 
situation. 

“A lot of people ask me if | have any ill will towards 
Pete, and honest to God, bottom line, | really don't," Tait 
said. "I'm ashamed to say this, but I've been the other 
man before. l'm not proud of that, but I've been in that 


situation. That's why I'd be hypocritical to have ill will 
toward him 

“But th 
my own two situations: No. 1, the women were sober, 


were two things that were different about 


and No. 2, they pursued me. | never pursued someone 
who had a significant other. But the fact that | went 
ahead and did stuff anyway makes me terrible. Like | 
said, I'm not proud of that. If Pete really wanted to impress 
me, get her so 

A week after Jackie and Pete's encounter in the hot 
tub, viewers were shocked to hear Pete admit that he 
hoped their hook-up had ruined Jackie's relationship. 

“| know this sounds weird, but it was kind of relief, 
because he almost did my work for me,” Tait said. “By 
saying something like that, he makes himself look a 
certain way, so | didn't have to make any comments 
against him, because the general public saw how he 
dealt with that.” 

Tait says he and Jackie had talked about the 
encounter for months before the show actually aired, so 
when he finally saw the footage, it wasn't a big deal. And 
Tait—who was beaming with pride as his girlfriend was 
announced as a Tough Enough 2 champion—says he's 
not worried about any future incidents. 

“| don't think that's being foolish,” he said. “In a 
way, what happened was almost a blessing in disguise 
They say everything happens for a reason, and | think 
that was maybe them showing us the reality of what this 
kind of lifestyle could lead to. When you're on the road, 
gone for weeks and months at a time, you realize there's 
going to be a strain. But one thing | think we have on 
our side is that we know that going in.” 
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by Aaron Williams 





Never 
Gonna Stop 





Edge takes it to a whole new level 










nat the Raw and SmackDown! separations presented him with an 


е rdinary opportunity to advance his singles career. He also realized that in order to shed his 
'tag-team specialist” label, he'd have to raise his intensity level and modify his character, 
Through hard work, good fortune and a tremendous series of matches with Kurt Angle, 


nd took at 
NOM 
becoming the 








egarde 
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dvantage of this opportunity and became the breakout 

5 a top-notch singles competitor, he's closer than 
VE Undisputed Champion. As he explains in this RA 
у an overnight thing, but when opportunity strikes in this bus 


ar of the SmackDown! 
0 achieving his ultimate 
‘Interview, Success is 
255, you better take advantage of it. 
















RAW Magazine: Many credit your 
match against Kurt Angle at Backlash 
as a watershed moment in your career. 
What did it mean to you? 

Edge: I think the match at Backlash 
was a coming out for Edge. I saw one 
comparison in that the original ladder 
match with Christian and myself against 
the Hardys was a coming out for both 
teams; we stepped up and showed people 
what we could do. What that ladder 
match did for us, I think this match at 
Backlash did for me. It finally cast off 
the tag-team "stigma" that I may have 
had. 


RAW: Were you worried that you might 
be pigeonholed as a tag-team specialist? 
Edge: Of course. I enjoyed everything 
that Edge & Christian did; it was a lot 
of fun. But, it was time to move on. 

I had a few concerns. One was that I 
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was not only going from a tag to a singles 
wrestler, but also from a heel to a face. 
It’s a huge transition, and I didn’t know 
how the people would take it. It can be 
a very tough period, and for a long time, 
it was. But, I really think that my match 
with Kurt at Backlash helped solidify 
me as a singles player who’s here—and 
here to play. 


RAW: Once you became a singles player, 
you also refined your character. Today, 
Edge is not just an entertaining jokester, 
but one tough hombre as well. Was get- 
ting tougher a priority for you, and how 
would you describe yourself now? 

Edge: The new Edge is a combination 
of what I am now and the old “Bill & 
Ted” Edge. Maybe now Pm a little bit 
cooler and not quite so dorky. I’m still 
having fun, still playing practical jokes, 
and I make fun of myself a bit. I’ve 














After several years as one-half of one of the most successful tag teams ever, Edge’s 
main-event caliber matches with Kurt Angle at Backlash and Judgment Day proved 
to fans that Edge was ready for the bigtime in singles competition. 





always said it's good to make fun of 
yourself before someone else gets the 
chance. But, I can get serious and turn 
the game face on when I need to, like 
when I get in there with the Angles, and 
one day the Triple Hs. 


RAW: Do you think the sports-enter- 
tainment community takes you more 
seriously nov2 

Edge: I think so. And I think it needed 
to come about through the type of angle 
I had with Kurt. People can see how I'm 
making strides as a singles wrestler. 
They can see that I'm doing my own 
thing and getting better at it. But, it 
wasn't easy, and it was a long transition. 
It just isn't something that you can do in 
a week or two. Christian and I went 
through this when we first turned heel; 
we had to focus and retool our whole 
game. 


RAW: Do you think your success as à 
tag-team specialist delayed your devel- 
opment as a singles star? 

Edge: I think it did. I think expectations 
were, and still are, higher for me because 
Christian and I won seven Tag Team 
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titles. So when I went on to become 
primarily a singles wrestler, everybody 
thought that I could just make a big 
splash immediately. 

Now, if the splash isn't as big as you 
thought it was going to be, it can be a 
letdown. I think I over-thought things at 
the beginning. I feel like Em now in a 
groove, and ideas for matches and 
vignettes are just coming to me. It's 
because I'm more comfortable and feel 
more confident. 


RAW: Can one match make that big of 
a difference? 

Edge: One match can be a springboard 
to start something else. I think it started 
with the brand extension. When Smack- 
Down! became a separate entity, I knew 
this was going to be an opportunity for 
me, and that I had to pick up the ball 
and run with it. Who knows when an 
opportunity like this will come again? 

I remember one match I had with 
Goldust a week before the extension. At 
the very end of it, I kicked him in the 
Golden Globes and speared him. It felt 
so intense. It's almost as if that one act 
in that match turned the switch for me. 
From then on, Гуе been really happy 
and comfortable. 


RAW: You've been quoted as saying 
that having patience is a very important 
quality to have in this business? Are you 
still patient, or do you feel a sense of 
urgency now? 

Edge: Well, patience is a virtue. But at 
this point, I’m running out of patience— 
which is a good thing. I want it. I want 
to grab that brass ring. But, I don't feel 
any more pressure. It feels good. I'm 
stepping up and proving that I can do this. 
Like I said, people are starting to realize 
that I can do it, that I can compete with 
the big boys. 

It's rarely an overnight thing. If you 
look at Triple H's career, he had a slow 
build. But I think that now, I’m starting 
to make some strides to where I want to 
go and play with the big boys. 


RAW: You've been wrestling with 
Christian since you two were in the 
sixth grade. How is it to be apart now? 
Did you know this day would come? 


Edge: We knew one day it would hap- 
pen, but it's really no different. We're 
both consumed by the business. We were 
together for so long before we actually 
got into this business. We had already 
experienced so much together that busi- 
ness would never come between us. 

I think Christian's still a very under- 
rated talent, and I think one day he'll 
show everybody what he shows me 





every night. He can go in there every 
night and put on a match that has people 
on the edge of their seats, not knowing 
what's going to happen. l've seen him 
do some great stuff with a lot of people, 
Drtunity. 
The cream eventually rises to the top. 
When we first split, I think he thought a 
little bit too much and put a little too 
much pressure on himself, but he'll hit 


and he's going to get his o 


his stride. I’m sure we'll meet again down 
the road. 


RAW ow that you're a major player 
on SmackDov 
sense of responsibility ? 

Edge: When it comes to conducting 
myself, Гуе always tried to act in a pro- 


fessional manner. I'm a pretty easygoing 
guy. But with that said, I think there 


do you feel a larger 
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comes а point where you have to become 
a leader. Hopefully, ГЇЇ get to where I can 
become a leader. But right now, we have 
a lot of leaders like Hunter and Kurt. Га 
like to think that I will get there. 

When it comes to the matches them- 
selves, I have more of an opportunity for 
my ideas to get used. If I pitch an idea, 
I probably have a better chance of it 
being used than before. I’m more involved 
now and more confident in speaking up 
and being a part of things. Га rather be 





hands on than just sit back and take the 
attitude that whatever happens, happens. 

Also, when you have more time with 
your match, you have more opportunity 
to get several ideas in. You have to be 
more hands on to keep people interested 
in a longer match. 


RAW: What's it like to be in the ring 
with Kurt Angle? 

Edge: It's intense. It's certainly brought 
my intensity level up a notch—which 
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needed to be done. Kurt's truly amazing 
for a guy who's only been doing this 
three years; Гуе been doing it 10. So 
that says a lot about what Kurt has been 
able to do in such a short period of time. 
I always thought I was pretty good, then 
I got in the ring with him and realized, 
“Wow, I need to step it up a notch to 
compete with him." The good thing is 
that it has translated to other matches 
I’m in, and the intensity of all my 
matches is now much higher. 


RAW: Outside the ring, you are pretty 
laid back. Do you do anything special 
to ratchet it up when you go to the ring? 
Edge: Tm laid back. But at the same 
time, if I’m disrespected, or I feel that 
someone is being a p* to me, I have 
a different side. But that's rarely seen, 
because I'm not put in that situation too 
often outside the ring. When I step in 
the ring, I turn that side of me on. I listen 
to some music, usually some pretty 
heavy music—Rob Zombie, Metallica, 
Disturbed. I loosen up a bit and then 





just go out there and do my thing. 


RAW: You've won every major champi- 
onship except for the WWE Undisputed 
Championship. Do you think you're 
ready to challenge for it? 
Edge: I always look at my career and 
compare it to guys like Shawn Michaels 
or Bret Hart. They started off in tag 
teams and had success like Christian 
and I did. Then they won the Interconti- 
nental Championship, which Гуе held 
four times; Гуе also won the King of 
the Ring. So it's been a nice, steady, 
gradual process. Eventually, I want it to 
lead to the Undisputed Championship. 
Tve always said that if you get into 
this business and don't want to be 
World Champion, then why are you in 
it? That should be your goal. Your goal 
in anything should be to be the best and 
that is what I want to do. I want to be 
mentioned in the same breath as The 
Rocks, Triple Hs, Stone Colds, Angles, 
Undertakers and Jerichos. I plan on 
doing it, but I can't say when it will be. 








With a newly found focus, Edge is 
aiming to the very top—the WWE 
Undisputed Championship. 


RAW: What's the key to doing that? 

Edge: Running angles that are success- 
ful is the key. You can 't win every match 
vvith all the 


great competitors here. Some- 
times you advance when you lose, like 
what happened to me at Backlash. Even 


though I lost, that match did more for 


me as a singles competitor than my win- 


ning any other match. I had fans come 
and thank me for the match, and when 


that happens, when we can entertain 
them to that degree, it's pretty damn cool. 
That means people appreciate what you 
doj it feels good and it energizes you. 


RAW: 


can often be seen reading in the arena. 


inally, during down time, you 


Have you always been an avid reader? 
nving up, I read a lot. I read 


comic books endlessly. We take so 


many plane trips that when I get back to 
my hotel room I need to unwind, so I 
always make sure I have a book with 
me. My routine is that after shows, ГЇЇ 
go back to my hotel room, watch Sports- 
Center, read a chapter or two of whatever 
book I have with me, and then crash. I 
usually go through a book per trip when 
I'm on the road. ш 


RAW MAGAZINE August 2002 





(Below) The Brain, in vintage Ndë 
form, gets in your face. (Right) 
by keith elliot greenberg Today, a recovering Heenan 
relaxes at his Florida home. 


BOBBY HEENAN FIGHTS OFF THROAT CANCER 
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Bobby “The Вгаїп” Heenan 
reaches down and pulls 
a feeding tube from his 
abdomen, а necessity 
caused by his inability to 
chew and swallow after 
throat cancer surgery. 
“My neighbor asked me 
vvhat this vvas,” Heenan 
wisecracks, exhibiting 
the same twisted grin he 
displayed back when he 
was Sharing play-by-play 
duties with the late Gorilla 
Monsoon. “1 said, ‘Pm а 
blow-up doll.” 


his is a trying time in the Heenan 

household. His wife, Cindi, 

recently learned that her breast 

cancer—in remission for nearly 
five years—has returned. Still, the man 
who seemed to derive his greatest joy 
from branding fans “humanoids” can't 
control his compulsion for delivering 
one-liners. 

“I told her, ‘Cindi, keep me abreast of 
things,” he chuckles. “Look, we're not 
going to let this stop us from laughing. 
Whatever's wrong with my wife, we'll 
get it fixed. As for my throat cancer, if 
Gorilla Monsoon couldn't shut me up, 
neither will cancer." 

Heenan isn't sure how he developed 
the disease. He used to smoke in social 
situations and chewed tobacco, but no 
one has linked these habits to his illness. 

“Task myself, ‘Why me? { 
Озата bin Laden or Charles Manson 
come down with throat cancer instead?’ 
Well, I guess cancer doesn't make dis- 


'hile working for the old WCW in 
its waning days, Heenan noticed that, 
from time to time, he bit his tongue, and 
found it difficult to pronounce cert: 
words. 
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“To tell you the truth, I thought it was 
a dental problem. I had a tooth removed, 
and thought my jaw had shifted.” 

One doctor speculated that the former 
Federation manager had a sinus condi- 
tion. But after his food began tasting 
metallic, he was sent to a neurologist 
for a series of tests. 

“When the tests came back, the neu- 
rologist said, ‘T m very sorry, but I can't 
help you. If a doctor says he's very sorry, 
it's not good. It usually means that you 
have some terminal condition." 

Eventually, another doctor provided 
the correct diagnosis: throat cancer. “The 
Brain" was stunned. "I felt cold and 
clammy, and started pacing around and 
around in a circle. I said, *How long do 
I have?’ The doctor said, ‘Probably as 
long as I have—there's an 80 percent 
chance of survival.” 

On March 13, Heenan's lymph nodes 
were removed. Doctors determined that 
the cancer hadn't spread and released 
him from the hospital the next day. 

He's since had chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments, and feels positive. 

“You don't look back unless you want 
to see them gaining on you,” he says. “T 
mean, Гуе been to Newark, New Jersey. 
How much worse can this be?" 

With the exception of his feeding 
tube—which he anticipates being 
removed by the end of summer, once his 
tongue begins functioning properly— 
Heenan can live a relatively normal life. 
Strolling through his Florida housing 
complex, he points at a name tag on a 
neighboring home and quips, “Look at 
that 一 "Kane. I can't escape.” At the 
pool, he runs into Angelo Poffo, father of 
former World Champion Randy *Macho 
Man" Savage. 

“Randy’s brother, Lanny Poffo (a.k.a. 
‘The Genius’) lives here, too. Do you 
know what they call this place? Parts 
Unknown.” 

But “Parts Unknown” is where 
Heenan has always belonged. In 1959, 
he happened to see a broadcast promoted 
by Vincent J. McMahon—father of 
current WWE Chairman Vincent K. 
McMahon—featuring “Golden Boy” 
Arnold Skaaland, “Nature Boy” Buddy 
Rogers, Eddie & Dr. Jerry Graham and 
Johnny Valentine. 
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“The show ended at two in the morn- 
ing, and I couldn’t take my eyes off of it.” 
Heenan recalls, “I was hooked.” 

While growing up in Chicago, he’d 
been to cards at the famed Marigold 
Arena. Now, near his new home in 
Indiana, he became a regular at the 
Indianapolis Coliseum, eventually sell- 
ing souvenirs, working on the ring crew, 
and carrying the wrestlers’ robes back to 
the dressing room. In 1966, local super- 
stars and co-promoters Wilbur Snyder 
and Dick the Bruiser decided that the 
colorful hanger-on was ready to become 
manager of a villainous tandem known 
as the Assassins. 

He discarded his given name, 
Ray, and called himself Bobby—after 
manager Bobby Davis. 

“T didn’t know what to do,” he says. 
“Га yell and scream on interviews, like 
the other managers I saw. I interfered in 
matches, but no one taught me how to 
take a bump. I just watched the greats 
like Ray Stevens and Buddy Rogers, 
and learned from them.” 

Protecting the business was para- 
mount. “Frank ‘The Spaceman’ Hickey 
would leave the arena with his mask on, 
drive out of town, go into a cornfield, 
make sure no one was looking, and take 


it off" Heenan recounts. “When my 
wife’s grandmother died at 102, she was 
convinced that Chief Jay Strongbow (a 
W Hall of Famer of Italian ancestry) was 
an Indian, Actually, so was Strongbow.” 

By the late 1960s, Heenan was 
revealing his sense of humor during 
interviews. 

“The way I saw it, not everyone 
believed what they were watching was 
100 percent legit.” he explains. “But if I 
made them laugh, they'd want to watch 
again the next week.” 

In the Indiana territory, Heenan 
managed names like Baron Von Raschke, 
Blackjack Mulligan and “Big Cat” Ernie 


SE 






















the Masked Superstar were among 
his charges. In the Minneapolis-based 
American Wrestling Association (AWA), 
he handled Stevens, Harley Race, Nick 
Bockwinkle and Blackjack Lanza. 

In 1984, as W was replacing the 
regional promotions around North 
America, Heenan signed up. “I wanted to 
get into broadcasting." he says. “I knew 
that Vince had big things planned, and I 
wanted to be a part of it." His televised 
exchanges with Gorilla Monsoon were 
classics. 

“The best time I had in the business 
was with Monsoon. I didn't know I could 
laugh that much. Doing three hours of 
television felt like a half-hour. Monsoon 
and I were close friends outside the 
ring—l still talk to his wife all the time— 
but when we were in public, we'd argue 
just to entertain the fans. I remember 


Ladd. In Georgia, Killer Karl Kox and 





Despite his own battle with cancer, and 
his wife's recurrence of breast cancer, 
Heenan can usually be found smiling 
after one of his innumerable jokes. 





bickering with him in New York in front 
of the Carnegie Deli, and this cop turned 
to his partner and said, ‘Wow, they really 
are f****ed up!" 

Heenan had his own program, The 
Bobby Heenan Show, and managed some 
of the top names in the business, includ- 
ing Big John Studd, King Kong Bundy, 
"Mr. Wonderful" Paul Orndorff, Ken 
Patera, the Missing Link, Mr. Perfect, 
The Islanders, Rick Rude and Ric Flair. 
His finest moment in the squared circle 
occurred when he appeared in front of 
more than 93,000 fans in Andre the 
Giant's corner, as he collided with Hulk 
Hogan at WrestleMania HI. 

"Andre was someone you could never 
forget, recalls Heenan. “One time, I 


was walking through O'Hare Airport, 
and Andre pulled me into the bar and 
demanded to have a drink with me. I said, 
"Andre, I have to catch a plane to Omaha, 
and it leaves in about 10 minutes.’ 
He let me go, but these conservative 
businessmen who were standing nearby 
came running up to me and said, ‘Oh my 
God, what just happened?’ I said, “You 
see that big guy over there? He just 
grabbed me and asked me to go into 
the bathroom with him!" 

In 1994, Heenan left here for WCW. 
He claims the schedule was less demand- 
ing, and the company's Atlanta location 
allowed him to more frequently see his 
daughter, Jess—then a student at the 
University of Alabama. Yet, even at 
the height of what became known as 
the "Monday Night Wars;" he avoided 
making disparaging comments about his 
former employer. 

“I worked at the Federation for nine 
years,” he says. "If I knocked them, I'd 
be knocking myself. Also, I was there 
to push the WCW talent, not talk about 
someone else's product. Does J.C. 
Penney waste its time knocking Sears? 
Or, if I want to be more accurate, does 
Goodwill knock Neiman-Marcus? 

"You can't believe what an amateur 
operation WCW ran. I wouldn't know 
the night's storylines until the second 
or third match into the show. They'd 
take a makeup artist and turn her into 
а television producer. They used Ted 
Turner's money and wasted it in ways 
you couldn't imagine. It was a hillbilly 
production the whole way. If WCW was 
still on the air, we'd be telling jokes and 
popping out of corn stalks, like they did 
on Hee-Haw.” 

At WrestleMania X-Seven, Heenan 
reconnected with his old fans when he 
and former colleague *Mean" Gene 
Okerlund sat at the announcers’ table 
for a "gimmick battle royal" featuring 
various oldtimers. The next time he 
made headlines was when fans learned 
that he was battling cancer. 

"There is one good thing that came 
out of this,” he spouts. “My weight has 
gone down from 242 to 192. And now, 
another part of my body looks much 
bigger. Finally, I understand why I always 
liked women with small hands." m 
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In the world of sports-entertainment, more than in any other sport, injuries аге а way of life. 
The athletes of World Wrestling Entertainment deal with risk year-round. Every time they enter a ring, 
they quite literally put their bodies on the line for both personal glory and the entertainment of the fans. 
And there is a price to be paid. Most fans take note when one of their favorite Superstars is incapacitated 
due to injury, but very often they aren't aware of the nature of the injury, the procedures required to deal 
With it, or the arduous recovery process that must be endured. 

In order to bring fans a better understanding of the trials faced by WWE Superstars on a regular basis, 
RAW Magazine dispatched several staff reporters to speak with many of the Superstars who have suffered 
major injuries. They were very candid in discussing the many aspects of their ordeals, and have allowed 
us to present their experiences in their own words. 





HURT IN ACTION 


N o one escapes the rigors of the ring 
completely. Nearly every Superstar 
has his share of war stories. When you 
walk the tightrope the way they do, an 
injury can occur in the blink of an eye. 
One wrong move could mean months on 
the shelf. Sometimes, even when every- 





thing goes right, it's no guarantee that 
you'll escape unharmed. The physical 
collision of human bodies is the very 
essence of the business, and so the law 
of averages dictates that, sooner or later, 
something's got to give. 


TRIPLE H 


When my quadriceps tore, І knew 
immediately what I had done. 7 know 


(Far Left) Triple Н suffers a сагеег- 
threatening quad injury. (Above) Mick 
Foley's injuries suffered in the legendary 
Hell in the Cell match with Undertaker 
are well-known, but 'Taker also worked 
the match with a broken ankle. 








enough about the body to know that I 
had torn something. I fell down, but when 
I tried to stand, I couldn't put any weight 
on my leg. I was ina lot of pain, and my 
leg was pretty much useless. 

A lot of people have asked me why I 
didn't just roll out of the ring and stop. 
To tell you the truth, I didn't even think 
about it. It's not like I was out there 
trying to prove how tough I am. It's just 
what me and the rest of the guys in the 
locker room do. This is a very tough 
business, and if you want to be in it, you 
make your way through the pain. It's 
what makes the [WWE] what it is. 

One thing I've always done is train 
hard and not throw caution to the wind, 
but it's almost like a game of Russian 
roulette. Injuries are inevitable, and I'm 
not going to mope about getting hurt. 
Sure it was sort of freakish, but I've got 
to get on with business. 


UNDERTAKER 

Way back when I was working with 
Papa Shango, and I was going for my 
"old school" off the top, he jerked me off 
the rope. I landed directly on top of my 
left shoulder. It was separated, and my 
clavicle was broken. That was my first 
injury. If you notice, there's a bump 
where the bone still sticks up to this day. 

My left eye socket has been surgically 
rebuilt, because of a blow to the face 


from Mabel. I've had three concussions. 


I've had my ear torn in half from a knee- 
to-the-head by Stone Cold Steve Austin. 
Broken ribs from Yokozuna. In the Boiler 
Room Brawl [with Mankind], I received 
a bad cut on my elbow that got infected, 
and I would say that I was within a day 
of the infection being so bad that I might 
have lost my arm. 





Triple Н is helped from ringside 
after rupturing his quad, an 
injury which forced him to the 
sidelines for nearly a year. 





In the Hell in the Cell match with 
Mankind, I had a broken ankle. After the 
beating he took, how could 7 open my 
mouth over just a broken ankle? It's 
something that you take pride in, and 
when you believe that there are people 
out there who depend on you showing 
up—that's what separates the players 
from the gu 
the motions. 


who are just going through 


STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN 

From an educated, insider standpoint 
of what we actually do, I know that 
accidents shouldn't happen. Of course, 
they do. You've got 250-- pound guys 
running as fast as they can and doing 


all these moves in the ring; there's a lot 


of margin for error. You take a lot of 


pounding, bumps and stuff in the ring. 

7 remember when I got dropped on my 
head in '97. The first thing that came to 
my mind was Christopher Reeve. When 
I was laying there in the Meadowlands, 
looking up at the ceiling, I didn't think 
I was ever going to move again. That 
lasted for about a minute and a half. 
That was scary. 


EDDIE GUERRERO 

The one that was the hardest to get 
over was when I partially tore my ham- 
string and pulled my groin. I had to keep 
working like that for five months. That 
was the hardest one, because I couldn't 
get rid of it, no matter what. And it's 
very hard to work through something 
like that. 

When [The Radicalz] came into this 
organization, I still had another two 
weeks before I was cleared to wrestle, 
because 7 had just had surgery on my 
right elbow three months before, while 
I was in WCW. But by the time of that 
first match here, ther 
with my right elbow. The company had 
invested a lot in us, and I felt an obli- 
gation to them, and to Dean [Malenko], 
Chris [Benoit] and Perry [Saturn], so I 
rushed myself back in. 

I wish I had taken my time coming 


was nothing wrong 


back. I guess 1 overcompensated on the 
frog splash and didn't do it right, keeping 
the elbows out. That resulted in me dis- 
locating my left elbow and tearing the 


ulnar collateral ligament in it. I don't 
have use of that ligament today. 


KURT ANGLE 

I've suffered three concussions and 
cracked both kneecaps. I have continuous 
knee, neck and shoulder injuries, just 


from the pounding of what we do in the 


ring. The wear and tear on your body is 
so extreme that it's hard getting up every 
day and doing what we do. The worst 
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I've gotten so far was inflamed bursa 
sacs in my knees and elbows. 

We're in this and know it ahead 
of time. It's important to work around 
[injuries] while you're working. For the 
most part, the injuries come from the 
normal things we do in the ring, but we 
do take chances. We go to the extreme to 
entertain the fans, and I don't regret it. 
You've got to know your limitations, 
what your body can handle. A lot of guys 


Eddie Guerrero's first frog 
splash here resulted in а 


dislocated elbow. 
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Bob Holly (below) is about 
to suffer a broken arm after 
receiving a moonsault from 
Kurt Angle. Amazingly, Holly 
finished the match. 


don 't really care. They're gonna have to 
smarten up eventually and realize they 
can't do it all the time. 


HARDCORE HOL 

The major injury I suffered was а 
broken bone—completely broken in two. 
I suffered that at the hands of Kurt Angle. 
When he did the moonsault, his leg hit 
my arm, and it just snapped the bone in 
two. I kept going another five minutes, 
which wasn't very smart. But it was 
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my decision, because I care about our 
product. I have a job to do, and I wanna 
make sure I did what I was supposed 
to do. 


I had a feeling my arm was broken. 


Kurt knew, because as soon as it 


happened, I said, "My arm is f 
broken!” 


CHRIS JERICHO 
A broken arm kept me out the longest. 


I was practicing a shooting-star press 
8 


in the Knoxville Coliseum about two 
hours before the Night of the Legends 
show—the biggest show in Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling history. I was in the 
semi-main event—me and Lance $ 
against The Heavenly Bodies ( 
Prichard and Jimmy Del Ray). 1 made 
the full rotation and landed chest-first on 
my arm, and 1 knew right away some- 
thing was wrong with it. It didn't hurt, 
but my arm had this big indentation 
in it. 





STEVE WILLIAMS (STONE COLD STEVE AUSTINJ WAS A GUEST 
cd VE mmu スワ ペン MIA EE — 





THE LIVE WEBCAST SHOW ӨР NJE COIN 


nn AND — 


ON TO WWW.WWE.COM/WEBCASTS/BYTETHIS AND WATCH THE BEGINNING OF THE END. 


y 











During a match with X-Pac, Billy Kidman tore his 
PCL while performing a spinebuster. 


m 


Tommy Dreamer worked with a broken neck for 
several months, unaware of the extent of his injury. 

















BILLY KIDMAN 

Around the time of the Invasion pay- 
per-view, I tore my PCL (posterior cruci- 
ate ligament), the ligament that stabilizes 
the knee. I was wrestling X-Pac and gave 
him the spinebuster, and landed on my 
knees. I felt something, but wasn't sure 
what it was. Probably because of the 
adrenaline, the pain went away. I landed 
on my knees many more times in that 
match. The next morning, I was walking 
to the shower and almost fell over in 
the hotel room. I had to limp out to the 
car. At the arena, I was in so much pain 
that I had to be wheeled to the trainer's 
room in an equipment cart. The trainer 
gave me a pair of crutches and sent me 
home. 


X-PAC 

The first time I hurt my neck was in 
1995. I had a fractured [C7] vertebra 
and a herniated disc. After the initial 
injury, I worked for about a week, then 
I got hurt again and they had to carry 
me out of the ring. I lost all feeling, I 
couldn't breathe. 

Later, when I was in WCW, I got 
thrown into the air and landed on my 
head, and broke my neck in another spot 
[C5]. My disc was completely splattered, 
and my whole right side atrophied and 
got smaller. 


RIKISHI 

In April 2001, I had just returned from 
reconstructive ear surgery. My first night 
back, I was wrestling Undertaker, and 
he gave me a DDT. We both went down, 
with him on top of me. Between the two 
of us, that was more than 700 pounds 
of pressure on my shoulder. I felt some- 
thing pop, and I knew that my arm had 
popped out of its socket. 

I was very disappointed. This was the 


first serious injury I'd ever had. I was 
finally near the top of the business. I was 


questioning the future of my career. 


TOMMY DREAMER 

I broke my neck [in ECW], and didn't 
know it. I wrestled four or five months 
with a broken neck. Later, I blew out two 
or three discs in my back. When I went in 
for my back, they told me that my spine 








was so messed up because I had broken 
my neck. They asked me when I broke it, 
and 7 had no clue! 

Tazz had given me a suplex off the top 
rope, and 7 had a sore neck for a couple 
of days. In ECW we wrestled mostly on 
weekends, so during the week it would 
heal. The scar tissue and cartilage all 
heals around it. 

7 once tore my bicep, shoulder and 
pec in one shot, and we had so many 
guys out hurt that I only missed two 
weeks. I continued to go out there and 
wrestle. 

One time, Jerry Lawler hit me in 
the testicles with a kendo stick, and it 
knocked me out. І had to go to the 
hospital, because they were afraid of a 
rupture. My testicles were really swollen. 
They had to stick a needle in and drain 
the fluid out, which I don't really recom- 
mend anyone ever try. 


STEVE LOMBARDI 

The worst injury I ever got in the ring 
was in Perth Amboy, New Jersey. 7 was 
teaming with Barry Horowitz against 
Paul Roma & Jim Powers. I went to run 
Jim Powers' head into the turnbuckle. 
He put his foot up to block the move, and 
pulled it down for some strange reason. 
He swept my feet out from under me, and 
my arm hyper-extended on the top rope, 
completely dislocating my left elbow. 


| n most cases, the damage sustained in 
the ring requires medical intervention 
to correct. This usually takes the form of 
surgery, and it can very often be as much 
of an ordeal as the injury itself. Some- 
times, a Superstar may try to put off 
needed treatment for as long as possible, 
but with few exceptions, there is no 
avoiding it. For some, surgery is the only 
way to continue leading a normal life, 
let alone a successful career. 


TAZZ 

I started seeing doctors right after 
7 hurt my neck in ECW. I didn't have 
the surgery because the procedure that 





Dr. Lloyd Youngblood is doing now, 








Steve Lombardi suffered a complete dislocation 


of his left elbow during a routine move. 
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where they go in through the front of your 
neck, didn't exist. I tried acupuncture, 
all with 
specialists. I tried chiropractic care. 
Nothing worked. Traction actually felt 
good! I went to the doctor for the New 
York Islanders. 





deep massage, heat and ice 


Once my schedule permits, I might 
have the surgery. My wife is leaning 
toward me having it because I'm always 
in pain. I'm just not ready yet. I see all 
these guys coming back from it, and it's 
great. It's amazing. 1 remember back 
when neck surgery was almost taboo; 
once you got it, that was it. You were 
done. 


X-PAG 

In WCW, when I broke my neck, I had 
a cadaver bone inserted there. They call 
it a “bone bank." They take the disc out 
and insert the bone in there, and put a 
titanium plate over it. 


CHRIS JERICHO 

I started taking tons of calcium pills 
after I broke my arm and, lo and behold, 
it worked. The bone healed. The doctor 





| Spinal surgery awaits Tazz, 
who endured chronic pain 
from an old neck injury 
from his ECW days. 





said, “I can’t believe how quickly the 
bone healed!” I told him about the 
calcium pills, and he said, “Whoa, I 
wouldn't have thought of that." And I 
thought, “Well, that’s great to know!” 
When I first showed the doctor my 
arm, he was moving it and it was just 


flopping around, but it didn’t hurt. He 


“Well, it can’t be broken, because 
you're not screaming in pain.” But they 


said, 


did the X-ray, and it was broken in two. 
For whatever reason, it didn’t hurt. The 
whole time, I didn’t have to take one 
pain pill or anything. I don’t know why 
the hell that was—maybe I don’t have 
any nerves in my arm or something. 
They said, “You need surgery on your 
“Well, I have to 
go to a wrestling show, but I promise I 
won't wrestle, I'll just sit in the front 
row.” So they put a soft cast on it, and 
I went back to the arena. Jim Cornette 
[Smoky Mountain Wrestling promoter at 
the time] was flipping out on me. I said, 
“Don't worry, I’m still going to wrestle.” 
And like a total idiot, I worked the match 
with the soft cast on my arm. That’s 
something you only do when you're 


arm, right now.” I said, 





young. But I made it through. Then the 
next day I went in, had my surgery, and 
was out seven weeks. 


STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN 
They went in there and drilled all the 
bone spurs out of my spinal cord and 


fused it up. I had bruised my spinal cord, 


and every doctor I went to told me to 
quit wrestling. I was able to survive for 
a couple of years before I had to have 
neck surgery. It seems like I keep coming 
back from whatever they tell me not 
to do. 

I saw the MRIs and heard the doctors 
say things like, “Jesus Christ, what are 
you thinking, doing the stuff that you do? 
You've got no business being in there.” 

My doctor told me going forward 


from the surgery—which created more 


space around my spinal соға--Гт safer 
now than I've ever been because of that 
extra space. 


TRISH STRATUS 

I had to get a bone chip in my ankle 
surgically removed. I had the surgery in 
August |20011; I'd never had any surgery 
before. 

With my dislocated thumb, the doctor 
said, “You could have surgery, but you'd 
have to take four to six weeks off." So I 
said, "Nah, just give me a brace. I have 
to go and do my thing," because I had 


just won the Women's title. They recom- 


mended surgery, but I knew what I had 
to do. 


BILLY GUNN 

I went to see Dr. James Andrews 
at HealthSouth Medical Center in 
Birmingham, Alabama. He looked at my 
MRI and saw there was a tear in my 
rotator cuff. So Andrews said, "Well, 
we'll go in there and fix it, and you'll 
be all right." 

When I woke up after surgery, the 
doctor who assisted came in and said 
he'd never seen a shoulder tear out like 
mine without prior problems. 

I went in thinking it was completely 
minor, but the rotator cuff had just blown 
out completely. They cut open the whole 
top of my shoulder and found the rotator 
cuff balled up in the back of my neck. 








It took forever to pull it back and get it 
straightened out. I had also ripped three 
or four muscles that cover the rotator 
cuff: 

Right after I got out of surgery, they 
hit me with an eight-hour nerve block 
so I could wake up and chill out a little 
before it started hurting. 


STEVE LOMBARDI 

After I dislocated my elbow, I went to 
the hospital, and they shot me up with a 
bunch of liquid valium, set it and put a 
cast on it. 

I went to see the Detroit Lions’ doctor 
because I lived in Michigan, and he told 
me that I still had a big chip in there, 
and we had to have surgery immediately, 
which we did. Then they put a cast back 
on. The total time until I got back in 
the ring for my next match—against 
The Rockers—was three months. 


TOMMY DREAMER 

I was supposed to have surgery on 
my shoulder, but I never had it. I have 
a piece that sticks out of my body in a 
straight line. 

In ECW, I was going 100 percent 
against doctor’s orders. They actually 
told me I had to take a year off and 
have surgery. They wanted to do that 
“fuse your vertebrae" thing. I just said, 
“Forget it!” Inever had surgery. Surgery 
is for quitters. 





LONG ROAD BACK 


or many Superstars, the recovery can 

be the most trying part of all. Just 
getting back to a normal level of day-to- 
day living requires patience, endurance 
and tenacity. Beyond that, the process 
of returning to ring action is one of 
rehabilitation, determination and hope. 
After all, your return is never guaranteed. 
Once back on the road, the Superstar 
faces the trial of getting back into the 
swing of things in an industry that 
changes at lightning speed. This experi- 
ence can be extremely disorienting, and 
is perhaps the greatest testament to just 
what these talented individuals are really 
made of. 











STONE COLD STEVE AUSTIN 

After being away for a year, I was 
wondering if fans were going to welcome 
me back or whether my time had come 
and gone. To take a year off in sports- 
entertainment is almost career suicide. 
But I fit in right at the top and was 
accepted back 100 percent. 

I had a lot of withdrawal from being 
on the road. Га tell Debra, “Let's go 
for a ride.” Vve'd get in my truck and 
drive 40, 50, 60 miles, just to feel like I 
was going somewhere. I wasn't used to 
just sitting around. It took me several 
months to get used to it. 

When I first came back at Backlash 
2000, I kind of got knocked for having а 





beer gut, because I wasn't even training 
yet and had been sitting around seden- 
tary. I was drinking beer and eating 
enchiladas, and not really thinking about 
my physical appearance. I was out of 
shape, and I admit it. 

I was real nervous when I got in the 
ring for my first match back with Rikishi. 
Physically, I still wasn't where I wanted 
to be. I was still wondering how the 
crowd was going to react to me. 


TRIPLE H 

I'm not saying that getting hurt was 
a good thing, but one of the things 
it allowed me to do was take a step 
back, recharge my batteries and refocus. 


After his spinal surgery and 
recovery, Stone Cold Steve 
Austin came back stronger 


than ever. 





Chris Jericho rushed his return while working in 
the indies, while Trish Stratus (right) recharged her 
batteries while recovering from a broken ankle. 
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Bob Holly's time away while recovering from a 
severe arm fracture was “torture.” 
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Sometimes you get so close to what you 
do that it's good to get some distance 
and, no pun intended, reassess your 
game. 

Quitting never really entered my mind. 
I enjoy what I do too much. It's too much 
a part of my life to just say, "Well, it's 
over." I'd have to be pretty messed up 


for that to happen. 


TRISH STRATUS 

In August, 1 had ankle surgery and 
was off TV for about three months 
because I had to rehab my ankle. The 
rehab was the hardest thing I ever had to 
do. I had never been in a position where 
I was immobile and unable to do what 
I normally do. Everything was affected, 


from my workouts to everyday errands. 


That was pretty difficult, but at the same 
time challenging, trying to get through 
the rehab knowing I could come back. 

I wanted to increase my activity in 
the ring and, sure enough, I did. I think 
that was the turning point in my career, 
because I wanted to be better than I was 





when I left, and then I came back and 
won the title. 

It gave me a chance to sit home. I sat 
back and watched the show again as a 


fan, and it gave me a new perspective. 


But I was watching TV storylines develop 
without me and that sucked. The only 
good thing that came out of my injury 
was that I got to get settled in my new 
home. I had just moved into a house, and 
it was perfect timing, because I actually 
got the chance to decorate it. 


CHRIS JERICHO 

There was more pressure [in the inde- 
pendents] to come back too quickly, 
because you were paying for your own 
doctor and you needed to make money. 
Now, you know your medical bills are 
taken care of. Now, you do what you have 
to in order to get well. Before, I didn't 
have that luxury and needed to come 
back as soon as I could—because if you 
didn't work, you didn't get paid and you 
didn't eat, and there were 100 other guys 
who might take your spot. 
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Lita is currently enduring a long and arduous 
rehab process following spinal surgery. 


“Either you're ready or you're not,” X-Pac says 
of returning to the ring after a major injury. 





LITA 

My neck brace went completely up 
to my chin and down to my chest, so it 
limited any movement there. Being in the 
shower was the only time I could take it 
off, and it was a little freaky and scary 
not to have it on. 

The brace was much more aggravat- 
ing than any pain could be, because it 
was constant. І wouldn't wish it on 
anyone. I had major trouble sleeping, 
because when I'm doing things, I can try 
to take my focus off it, but laying there 
is when you start to think about it. 

All I can do is walk on the treadmill 
or walk around my neighborhood. No 
weights. I'm not supposed to hold any- 
thing more than five pounds until around 
November, and I have to keep my neck as 
still as possible. That's the most frustrat- 
ing part. I bought a sewing machine, so 
that's been my little project. 

Whenever Matt [Hardy] is home, he 
picks me up. I can't do a lot, but I can 
go along for the ride. At least I get a 
change of scenery. It depresses me to be 
in my house, because I'm here so much 
now. I used to love coming home—even 
if it was just for a day. Now, it's a prison. 

It's like my gimmick in life is that I'm 
so independent. Now, I'm not able to 
do anything other than make myself a 
sandwich—that's my activity of the day. 
I'm living somebody else's life right now, 
because this isn't mine. I don't have 
a life. It's horrible. But Matt has been 
really instrumental in helping me get 
through this. 

I can still watch the show. I like to see 
what Matt is doing. Normally, if you're 
sitting at home and watching it, you want 
to see where you would fit in if you were 
there, but because that's so far away, 
I just watch it to see my friends on TV. 





X-PAC 

At first, it's great to be home. But 
when you're used to running this hard, 
you miss it. This is what I do, and not 
being able to do it is tough. Some people 
sit home and agonize about whether 
they'll ever be able to do it again. I don't 
think like that. But you do have to be 
real careful about everything. You can't 








drive. You can't train for months. You just 
watch your body go to * while you're 
sitting around. I guess you have to be 
there to really understand. 

The first time you get hurt again after 
the surgery, you're scared s***less. Any 
little pain or numbness you get, you 
immediately get scared. Now, I'm used 
to it. It happens all the time. I have a 
stinger right now. 

After my surgery, 1 didn't step into 
a ring until my first match back. 
Everybody's different. A lot of people are 
real gun-shy; they want to get their feet 
wet slowly. I'm just the opposite. I jump 
right in. Either you're ready or you're 
not. 









UNDERTAKER 

Truthfully, T haven't lost that much 
time. I've had two stints in 12 years when 
I took an extended period off. This is 
what I do. This is the risk we take to 
do what we do, but I think it will catch 
up with me after I'm done in the ring. I 
think about it all the time. I don't wanna 
be out there past my prime, hobbling 
around. At that point, it's time for me to 
hang it up. I'll have to deal with the con- 
sequences of putting my body through so 
much abuse. That's a choice I've made. 
Nobody makes me do this. 

I've made some life changes and have 
reevaluated my conditioning. I've had to 
lose a lot of weight, just to take pressure 
off my body. When you get older, it's 
harder to get back up once you've 
been knocked down, but fortunately, 
I've learned how to take better care of 
myself. 


EDDIE GUERRERO 

Being on the road for so long and 
being a second-generation wrestler, you 
get accustomed to a certain way of life. 
You get used to the road, and even though 
you're getting paid, when you're stuck 
at home you start to feel inadequate. 1 
think it's more of a head trip than any- 
thing else. I started to get very restless 
and edgy. I picked up fishing and other 
stuff to keep my mind on other things. I 
had to, or I'd have gone nuts. 

I would watch the show, then go for 








It took Rikishi months before 
he was able to watch WWE 
programming while he was 


a month or so not watching it, because 





it would make me even more stir crazy. 
Always, before I'm ready to come back, 
I would watch it to get ready mentally 
and get a feel for the storylines and see 
how I could fit in. 


RIKISHI 

For the first three to four months, I 
didn't watch the show. I was upset with 
myself for not being in the game. But 
then, as I felt better, I began working out 
with weights. I could see I was going 
to recover. I started watching the show 
then, thinking about all the things I was 
going to do when I returned. I haven't 
gotten back to the place I was before, but 
I'm working my way in that direction. 
Getting past the injury was the hardest 
part. 


TAZZ 

I swear to God, my neck hurts every 
single day. I can't look down or to my 
left for too long, and I have a twitch I 
can't control. The whole back of my head 
hurts. The craziest thing is that the only 
time my neck doesn't hurt is when I'm 
wrestling. I'm relaxed, and my mind is 
completely on what I'm doing in the ring. 
The time it hurts worst is right when I 
wake up and when I'm going to sleep at 
night. 

When my neck injury first happened, 
I did physical therapy for it every day. 
In ECW, we had very limited funds and 
didn't have access to doctors like [James] 
Andrews or [Lloyd] Youngblood, but Paul 
Heyman was so great about everything. 
He paid me the whole time, and I was 
only working on a handshake agreement. 

I didn't watch any wrestling for 
the first couple of weeks. Then Tommy 
Dreamer, who collects wrestling tapes, 
started loaning me these old-school tapes 
from the AWA (American Wrestling 
Association) and Georgia Championship 
Wrestling, and I'd watch them all day. 
After that, I couldn't wait to get back in 
the ring. I started feeling a little better 
about seven-and-a-half months later. I 
went to an ECW show and watched the 
matches from ringside, cringing. I didn't 
tell anyone this, but all I could think was, 





"How am I gonna be able to do that?" 
I'd watch a guy take a hip toss and think 
it was the biggest bump in the world. 
The first bump I took, everybody in the 
locker room was on pins and needles 
waiting to see if I'd get up. 


HARDCORE HOLLY 

I was out for eight months with a 
broken arm, completely off TV. I went 
nuts, because everything was taken away 





away rehabbing. 


from me. I couldn't work out. I couldn't 


wrestle. I couldn't do anything. The whole 
eight months, I was miserable. There was 
nothing "vacation" about it, because 1 
had this big old cast from my hand all 
the way up to my shoulder. You can't 
enjoy anything. 

As soon as the doctors released me, 
I started working out on my own. I told 
the office that I didn't need rehab, I could 
do it myself. т 
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a fabuloushook 





CHECK OUT THIS EXCLUSIVE EXCERPT FROM MOOLAH'S AMAZING NEW AUTOBIOGRAPHY 





When it comes to great stories about the sports-entertainment business, it 
might be a safe bet to say no one has more to tell than the Fabulous Moolah. After 
seven decades of life between the ropes, Moolah—who held the Women's 
Championship from 1956 to 1984, and then again on three other occasions, the 
most recent in 1999, coming 43 years after her first title win—has put pen to 
paper to write her amazing life story. The Fabulous Moolah: First Goddess of the 
Squared Circle, published by ReganBooks, hits stores everywhere on August 6. 

In this excerpt from First Goddess of the Squared Circle, Moolah discusses her 
amazing late-1990s comeback with Mae Young, who has actually been in the busi- 
ness even longer than Moolah. Throughout this fascinating account, one thing 
comes through loud and clear: the business has been Moolah's life, and it is a life 


she has embraced to its fullest. 





ruth be told, some of the most fun 
Ге”: our comeback came off- 

camera. Like the time after a show in 
Tampa, Florida, when referee Earl Hebner 
gave us а lift back to the hotel. At that 
hotel, you had to take an escalator to 
where the rooms are, so the three of us 
were riding ир the escalator, with Mae 
bringing up the rear. Well, Earl and | got 
to the top, and we heard the damnedest 
noise you've ever heard 一 | thought the 
whole escalator had collapsed. | tumed 
around and looked down the escalator, 
and all | see are Mae's two skinny legs 
pointing straight up into the air, traveling 
up the escalator. She had put her suit- 
case on the escalator in front of her, and 
it rolled back onto her, knocking her over, 
and she was pinned undemeath it. It was 
the funniest sight | ever saw, because she 
was kicking those skinny legs in the air out 
of frustration, trying to get her luggage off 
her, and that's all you could see coming 
up towards us. 

"Mae, are you okay?" | called to her, 
even though | was giggling. 

"Yeah, l'm okay, goddamnit," she 
growled. 

Come to think of it, Mae was forever 
falling—inside the ring and out. One time, 
we were retuming a rental car and board- 
ing the shuttle bus to take us to the air- 
port. | got on the bus, and then | heard 
a loud noise behind me; | tumed around 





























to see Mae had fallen under the bus. | 
don't know how she did it, but she went 
to step up onto the bus, must have 
missed the step, and slid right under- 
neath us, you could barely see the top of 
her head poking out. “What's the matter? 
What happened?” the bus driver called 
out, all nervous, 

“Oh, it's nothing,” | said, laughing. 
"She's always checking the brakes when 
we board buses.” 
aybe Mae takes so many spills 
because she likes it so much. | never did 
meet someone Who loved to leave her feet 
quite as much as crazy old Mae. Maybe 
her best stunt was during one of the 
broadcasts, wnen Bubba Ray Dudley, one 
of the Dudley Boyz, set out to powerbomb 
her through a table. He was always doing 
this to women, but this was a seventy- 
eight-year-old woman, so Bubba Ray was 
a little concemed before the show. 
Backstage, he came up to Mae and 
asked if she was sure she wanted to go 
through with the stunt. 

“Honey,” she said, "I not only want to 
be put through that table, | want to be 
put through that table hard.” 

Bubba Ray didn't disappoint Mae. Не 
povverbombed her through a- table set 
up on the arena floor near the entrance 
ramp—a ten-foot drop. 

Thanks to the vvay vve entertained 
people, Мае and | found ourselves get- 
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ing more and more popular. The fans 
oved us and the media started writing all 
about us. They called us "Divas," and wrote 
about how Mae was working in a ring in 
Aemphis on the night Pearl Harbor was 
bombed, and how | held the Women's title 
or twenty-eight years. It was fun to tell 
people how it used to be in wrestling. Even 
other wrestlers would just listen to our 
stories and shake their heads, because 
hey didn't know how tough it used to be. 

| remember people saying, "We're 
going to get a good payoff,” and you might 
get $20. I'd tell them, "That was a good 
night." ме wrestled for $3, a two-out-of- 
three-falls match, and then l'd come back 
and do a handicap match. 

"We used to wrestle six matches a 
week, two-out-of-three-falls, with an hour 
time limit,” agreed Mae. “The biggest week 
| had was eaming $52." 

Some of the young Superstars would 
approach us backstage and ask how we 
could still take the bumps we were taking. 
“Darlin’,” I'd say, “if there's one thing | know 
in this life, its how to take a bump." 

"When we started," Mae would tell 
them, "If you busted up a knee, you'd soak 
itin some Epsom salts ovemight, tape it 
up, and get back in the ring. As long as 
you could use one hand to pull yourself up. 
and down, you did it. So this is nothing 
unusual for us." 

| won't lie to you. It sure was fun to be 
back in the spotlight again. And because 
of pay-per-view and cable TV, it was more 
of a spotlight than l'd ever been in before. 

Before, I'd travel the country and play 
to packed houses and have newspaper 
stories written about me, but millions 
weren't watching me like they do nowa- 
days on shows like Raw and Wrestle- 
Mania. Al those years | was champ, and 
| was never as recognized as | was in 
1999. All of a sudden, | couldn't walk 
down a street without somebody 一 often, 
it was a youngster not old enough to 
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remember when | last was champ—calling 
out my name, 

Whenever we could, Mae and | would 
talk about how old we were, because 
we took it seriously that we could set a 
good example for a lot of older people 
who think time has passed them by. “We'll 
both be wrestling when we're a hundred," 
Itold one reporter, and the prediction was 
repeated in every story that came out 
about us. 

We started getting mail from people 
our age, telling us that we were inspiring 
hem. Out of all the fun we had going 
back on the road, that might have been 
the best part, knowing that we may be 
part of the reason some old codger got 
up off his or her ass and went for a walk 
or to a senior citizens social event. 

The other thing that made our come- 
pack so special was getting to know the 
World Wrestling Federation's current group 
of Superstars. Oh, they were a specia 
unch, all right. First off, | had known 
The Rock since he was about two years 
old. He was born into wrestling, and | had 
known his father and grandfather. They 
used to bring The Rock with them when 
he was just a wee thing, and a cuter ki 
you just couldn't imagine. Back then, 
never thought he'd tum out to be as good 
or as big as he is, but he is supertalented, 
and | think that's because he grew up in 
wrestling. His whole heart and soul is in it, 
just like mine always was. 

Remember how | was talking about 
how other wrestlers—like Wendi Richter, 
for instance—got all seduced by the 
glamour and started to see wrestling as 
a stepping stone to becoming a star in 
other ways? Well, even though The Rock 
made two movies and has hosted 
Saturday Night Live, | don't think he'll ever 
fall out of love with wrestling. In other 
words, no matter what else he does, 
The Rock will always be a wrestler, first 
and foremost. He'll never lose his passion 
or it, because it's in his blood. 

Mick Foley is another one who is a 
wrestler, through and through. He's a won- 
derful guy with a sweet, beautiful wife and 
he cutest kids you ever want to meet. And 
еза great daddy, too. The thing | love 
about Mick is that he not only gave his 
heart and soul to wrestling, but his body, 
00. He'd show up for shows barely able 



























































© Walk, but when the lights came up and 
he put on that costume, it’s showtime. It's 
ike all the aches and pains go away for a 
ittle while, at least, and all he cares about 
is entertaining people. | just worry about 
the long-term effects a lot of the beatings 
he's taken may have on his body. 
Another fella | really like is Kurt Angle. 
From the time he gets to the ring to the 
ime he leaves the arena, he gives it all he's 
got. He eats, sleeps and drinks wrestling. 
ts his life. 
Kurt is a real sweetheart to me. I'd be 
sitting in the dining room before a show, 
where Vince would have laid out a big, 
impressive spread of food for everybody 
to eat. | could be sitting at one end of the 
room and Kurt would walk in at the other 
end, see me from clear across the room, 
and shout, “Hi Mom!” 
Га smile, wave and yell back, “Hello, 
son!" And we'd both laugh. We started 
calling each other "mom" and "son" one 
day when we were boarding а flight in 
Philadelphia. This elderly Jewish guy kept 
eyeing me up and down in the airport, 
following me everywhere | went. Uh-oh, 
| thought, | may have to kick some butt 
right here in the terminal 
Well, tums out this fella didn't mean me 



































any harm. He was just a longtime fan. He 
inally came up to me, introduced himself 
and his wife, and started talking about how 
hey both had watched me throughout my 
career. "We've been watching you for 
hirty years," he said, all excited. “I remem- 
ber when you were with the Elephant Boy. 
You haven't changed a bit!" 
was very flattering, but he kept on 
alking and talking. When they announced 
hat my plane was boarding, wouldn't you 
know this guy was also on the same flight? 
Just my luck. By the time we were on the 
plane and looking for our seats, | had me 
an idea. Kurt was way ahead of us in the 
cabin, so | said to my new friend, "Wait just 
a minute, | want you to meet my son." 

| got Kurt, figuring I'll let this guy bend 
my son's" ear instead of mine, while | got 
settled in my seat. This fella's eyes about 
bulged out of his head as Kurt approached. 
He had his wife get his camera, and they 
insisted on taking photos of me and my 
son. Kurt shook his hand and the guy 
started talking to him, and that was my 
chance to sneak away and get in my 
seat. Later, Kurt and | laughed about 
how | ditched him with my fan, and from 
then on, he called me "mom" and | called 
him "son." m 
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A RAW МАСА2ІМЕ 














By Seth Mates 





Facts... 


Behind Steve Austin's 
decision to walk out. 








| ain't real excited with some of the direction the company is taking, and the way business is being conducted from 
a writing standpoint. [| have] no problems with any [individual] talent, but I'm just watching and being very patient 
[waiting] to see what happens, the reasons that everything happens, and that it's done for the right reasons. | think 
a lot of things are done for the wrong reasons now, and there's a lot of guys being sacrificed. Hopefully everything 


will work out. l'Il leave it at that. 


—Stone Cold Steve Austin 
March 15, 2002 
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While many fans may think that Stone Cold Steve Austin's 
walkout from World Wrestling Entertainment on June 10 was a 
spontaneous, spur-of-the-moment incident, it was not. Instead, 
it was the result of a months-long backstage battle between 
the man who revolutionized sports-entertainment and the 
company that made him a Superstar. 

The above statement comes from an interview Austin did 
with WWE.com on March 15—three months before his walk- 
out—revealing his mounting dissatisfaction with his creative 
direction. In this investigative report, RAW Magazine sifts 
through the facts over the last few months to give readers a 
behind-the-scenes look at one of the biggest stories in sports- 
entertainment history. 

In the months leading up to Austin's departure from the 
company, his fellow Superstars say that Stone Cold's behavior 
had changed. Austin just wasn't acting like himself, according 
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to Bradshaw, one of the Rattlesnake's closest friends. 

"Steve's normally the most fun-loving person,” Bradshaw 
said. "What you see of Steve on TV is a beer-drinking, laughing 
and joking guy. That's how Steve is—used to be—24-7. He's 
as much fun to be around as anyone Гуе ever been with. But 
the last six to eight months, he'd changed. I don't know if it's 
the weight of carrying the ball so long, personal problems or 
grievances with the company...I don't know what changed 
him so much, but you could see it in his demeanor. He doesn't 
say much, he stays to himself. He really doesn't act like he's 
enjoying what he's doing, and that's something completely 
contrary to Steve’s basic personality.” 

Austin's backstage mood was a result of his ongoing prob- 
lems with creative plans in store for his character. His growing 
frustration came to a head on WWE.com's online webcast, 
Byte This!, on May 31—two weeks before his walkout. 





Imagine Shaq pulling a 
no-show on the Lakers, 
Derek Jeter bolting 
from the Yankees, or 
Mick Jagger leaving 

_ the Rolling Stones 
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REPORT : 





“The bottom line is that everything sucks,” he said. “I’m not 
happy with the way Stone Cold Steve Austin is going. I’m not 
happy with the way the whole company is going. The writing 
has been pretty sub-standard. ГЇЇ go one better than that—it's 
been piss poor. I guess if that pisses some people off, then 
that's just the way it is. I think it could have been a whole hell 
of a lot better creatively than what it's been. It's pretty s*****. 
I wasn't happy before WrestleMania. 1 wasn't happy after 
WrestleMania, as we speak presently." 

Austin added that he still loved his job, but by then feathers 
had been ruffled once too often. Word of the interview spread 
quickly around WWE offices. The following Friday, WWE 
Chairman Vince McMahon made his own Byte This! appear- 
ance, calling Austin "the most demanding Superstar" he had 
ever worked with. 

Stone Cold's comments on Byte This! on May 31, and his 
walkout on June 10, came as a shock to many, but rumors of 
his unhappiness with his creative plans trace back to February 
of this year, and the nWo's entrance into WWE. Although 
many in the locker room—including Austin—had their own 
hesitations about bringing in the controversial trio of Kevin 
Nash, Scott Hall and Hollywood Hulk Hogan, it was Stone 
Cold who lost his No Way Out match to Chris Jericho due to 
interference from the nWo, and it was he who was to compete 
against Hall at WrestleMania X8. 

Hogan says he sensed some hesitation on the part of Stone 
Cold. "I felt him being very cautious, not opening the door and 
letting us step through. I just felt tension. When I talked with 
him, he was as cool as can be, very one-dimensional and 
straight forward: ‘Stone Cold does this, Stone Cold does that. 
Stone Cold doesn't do this, Stone Cold doesn't do that." 

Jericho said that he could see a change in Austin at that 
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After his record-setting match with The Rock at WrestleMania X-Seven (above), 
Austin wasn't happy with working an undercard match at WrestleMania X8. 
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time. "I knew he wasn't too happy. He was willing to work 
with the [nWo]. I don’t think he had a problem with them 
per se. I think some of the creative issues of how he was 
working with them was what was bothering him." 

Jericho added that he could see a difference in Austin in the 
ring as well. “He wasn't the Steve Austin of old. I’ve wrestled 
with Steve a lot in the past year, and he was always a guy who 
fed off the emotions in the crowd and truly felt the flow of 
a match, but that wasn’t coming across [in February]. There 
were certain things he was doing that weren’t indicative of 
what Steve Austin could do.” 

Nash went on record to say that he, Hall and Austin broke 
the ice at the SmackDown! taping the week of No Way Out. 
The trio were at the building taping vignettes until almost 
3:00 a.m., which Nash says they used as an opportunity to 
rekindle their friendship. “Steve and I have been friends 
for 10 years, and that night in Rockford, [Illinois,] we kinda 
bonded again, after not seeing each other for six years.” 

Yet despite it all, tensions appeared to be running high. 
According to Nash, he didn’t feel that Austin gave Hall the 
opportunity to succeed: “When we came in, Steve would have 
had to share the spotlight to some extent, which didn’t happen. 
He basically killed off what we were trying to accomplish— 
the established guy, trying to protect what’s his.” 

WrestleMania X8 showcased Austin vs. Hall, a bout that 
Austin would win. Following the match, he was approached by 
a WWE.com reporter, looking to get the website’s traditional 
post-match interview. Although Stone Cold had told the 
reporter earlier in the day that he would be available for a 
quick post-match interview, he now said that he would rather 
not talk. Later that night, WWE held its traditional post- 
WrestleMania party for the Superstars and staff; Austin and his 
wife, WWE Diva Debra, were conspicuous by their absence. 

The following day, WWE staffers were set to return to 
corporate headquarters in Connecticut. After clearing U.S. 
customs at Toronto International Airport, they were shocked 
to see Austin and Debra. The two had already passed through 
customs, meaning that they weren’t headed to Montreal for that 
night’s Raw telecast. 

A WWE staffer noted that “Austin seemed preoccupied, 
and his face was expressionless.” 

When Debra was asked what they were up to, she simply 
offered, "We're going back to Texas.” 

That night on Raw, Austin had been scheduled to do a live 
interview that would have added fuel to the Vince-Flair fire, 
helping to set up the WWE's critical brand extension. 

“We didn't discuss [Austin's absence] too much,” said 
WWE agent Michael Hayes. “It was just said that Steve wasn't 
going to be here and was taking a couple of weeks off. We 
just moved on. We never got the feeling that he wasn't coming 
back; we knew he was coming back in a couple of weeks." 

Said Hulk Hogan, “The rumors started flying [in the locker 
room] when he walked out after WrestleMania. There were 
several flying around: He was unhappy with Scott Hall, main 








Hulk Hogan (above) says he felt hesitation on Austin's part when the nWo came in back in February. “I just felt tension,” said Hogan. 


event, no main event, jealousy, no jealousy. But who knows? 
They're just rumors." 
After his no-show, WWE officials still expected Austin to 


return the following Monday at Penn State—the night of 


WWE's brand-extension draft. The original plan was for 
Austin to be Ric Flair's No. 1 pick. But Austin never showed, 
necessitating another re-write. During the telecast, it was 
said that a clause in Austin's contract allowed him to remain 
a "free agent;" leaving the door open in anticipation of the 
Rattlesnake's eventual return. 

Austin returned to Raw one week later, on April 1. That day, 
he met with Nash and Hall to clear the air, letting them know 
that he hadn't walked out because of the nWo. 

“He said it was all due to creative, not to us personally,” 
Nash said. 

"Free agent" Stone Cold signed with Raw. He was soon 
involved in a storyline with Undertaker that would culminate 
in a match at Backlash, with Ric Flair as guest referee. 

Two days before the event, Austin was asked about his leave 
of absence during a backstage interview with WWE.com. 

"Basically the reason that I took two weeks off was because 
I was physically and mentally burned out to the maximum 
degree,” Austin said. “I could have probably taken a month or 
two off to really refresh myself, but I didn't want to commit 
career suicide. I needed a couple of weeks off, so I took a 
couple of weeks off...I needed to clear my head, and that's 
exactly what I did." 


He then point-blank denied that he'd left because of 
the nWo. 

"There was speculation about three new guys coming in; 
[my taking time off] didn't have anything to do with that,” 
Austin said. “Those three guys 一 Hogan is on SmackDown! 
now, so I don't talk to him so much—but Kevin Nash and 
Scott Hall entertain the s*** out of me. АП we do is sit there 
and laugh every time we talk. It wasn't because of the influx 
of new talent at all. I happen to like those guys. [I left because] 
I was drained. Just creatively, man—and physically." 

Stone Cold did admit, however, that he was a bit disap- 
pointed at being matched up with Hall at WrestleMania Х8. 

"Going from the biggest pay-per-view in WWE history— 
selling out the Astrodome, the biggest buyrate last year— 
yeah, I was a little disappointed that I wasn't figured in better 
than I was,” he said. “I would have been a little bit happier with 
a bigger buildup, but again, that's just the way talent ended up 
rotating, me wrestling Scott Hall—and Im not knocking him 
at all. That's just what it was." 

Austin added that he wasn't disappointed with the match 
itself. 

"The match was what it was;" he said. “Scott Hall came in, 
and he could have been promoted stronger than he was, but 





he hadn't been in the company very long. We were running 
against a pretty short time schedule—and that's not a knock on 
him—that’s just the way it is. So no, I wasn't disappointed 
in the match at all." 
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him up against anybody, just from 
the nature of the beast.” 

At Judgment Day, Austin was 
in a Handicap Match against Flair 
and Big Show. Although the match 
was well received, Stone Cold 
wasn't thrilled with it. Unhappy 
with the creative for WrestleMania, 
Backlash and Judgment Day, 
Austin asked to be put in a story- 
line with the man he considered 
the best worker on the Raw roster, 
Eddie Guerrero. The rivalry was 
quickly established on Raw when 
the two had a confrontation at a 
karaoke bar. 

"Some of the belief was that 
Steve had lost a little bit of confi- 
dence; it may have been dealing 
with Scott Hall,” said a member of 
the creative team. "Eddie is one of 
the best at getting under a crowd's 
Stone Cold worked with Chris Benoit (above left) and Ric Flair in the weeks leading up to his walkout. skin.” 

The following Monday—three 

With the advent of the brand extension, Stone Cold wentin days after Austin's controversial Byte This! comments— 
several new directions, including forming a brief partnership Chris Benoit returned on Raw. Austin was very happy about 
with Bradshaw. But members of the creative team say that the talented Canadian's return—until he learned that he and 








elevating young talent was difficult around Austin. Benoit would be adversaries. Once again, Austin had a creative 
“You can't really rub up a new person next to him as a difference. 

protégé or a partner, because the character's motto is ‘Don’t “J.R. (Jim Ross) had to talk to Steve, before he finally came 

trust anybody,” said a creative team staffer. around,” said another creative staffer. “And so, the Austin- 


“So trying to get a rub for an RVD or a Bradshaw—the — Benoit-Guerrero storyline was born, and it worked out well. 
guys we were trying to elevate in the brand extension—was But Austin's hesitation sure made it difficult to get the team 
difficult, because Steve's your top star, but you can't really rub оп the field, so to speak.” 


TROUBLE ON THE HOMEFRONT 


On June 15, the Stone Cold saga took an unexpected and stunning twist. According to 
a police report obtained by KMOL-TV Channel 4 in San Antonio, Debra called the San 
Antonio Police Department at 4:00 a.m. Saturday morning after Austin allegedly struck 
her. An officer arrived at their home soon after, finding Debra standing at the door crying. 

The officer noted that Debra "had a large noticeable welt below her eye" and marks 
on her back and shoulder. She told police that her husband had left the scene in his 
Corvette. Debra also admitted to the officer “to have been assaulted numerous times, 
but failed to report her husband due to his fame and notoriety." 

While the officers were with Debra, Austin reportedly called home twice. A police 
officer spoke with him and asked him to return home. Austin allegedly refused, and the 
officer told him that they would be in touch with him. According to the police report, 
Austin then thanked the officer and hung up. Debra refused medical attention, but did 
accept an icepack from the officer before he left. 

At the time of this writing, Debra has not filed charges against her husband, and the 
couple are reportedly home in San Antonio attempting to reconcile their differences. 
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Plans for the June 10 episode of Raw in Atlanta were for 
Stone Cold to take on Brock Lesnar in a King of the Ring qual- 
ifying match, with Eddie Guerrero serving as guest referee. 
This match was to add fuel to the Austin-Guerrero storyline 
fire. 

On June 9, Jim Ross called Austin to tell him of the plans. 
Austin was not happy. 

“He mentioned on Sunday that he wanted things changed, 
or he vvasn't coming to work.” Ross said. “T said, “That's not 
the way to handle your problems. That’s not the way you do 
business, that's not the way we do business.’ So I asked if he'd 
talked to Vince, and he said no, and I said ‘How come? There 
was just a lot of aversion there. He was very uncomfortable 
about talking to the owner of the company about his issues. 
He has never been in the past—until the last few months.” 

After hanging up with Austin, Ross phoned Vince to tell 
him of Austin's reaction to the proposed storyline. Vince called 
the Rattlesnake, leaving a message that Austin should call him 
back whenever he got the message, no matter what time it 
was. Stone Cold called Vince back at approximately 2:00 a.m. 

"I went through the entire creative process with him, 
explaining how this was good for him and good for the com- 
pany, and he said all right,” Vince said. “Not that I needed his 
approval, but it's always important for talent to buy into what 
you're trying to do, because they feel a lot better about it; 
they feel a part of the creative process. And that was what I 
had attempted to do, and thought I had done." 

When Ross arrived at the Phillips Arena for Raw, he was 
informed that Austin had surreptitiously booked himself and 
Debra on an afternoon flight to San Antonio. “Не tried to do 
this in a way that no one would even know that he wasn't going 
to be at the event,” Vince said. 

Ross wasted no time in phoning the Rattlesnake, finally 
getting a hold of Austin as he was boarding the plane. “We had 
a very frank conversation," Ross said. *He made a mistake. 
He screwed up. He had no business going home. I did most of 
the talking in that conversation. The other conversations he 
and I have had over these issues, he'd done most of the talking, 
and I'd listened long enough. 

“I told him to get his ass off the airplane and come to work. 
Face the man eye-to-eye, go into a closed room. I would be 
there if I was asked, needed or wanted, and would help expe- 
dite a conversation to settle these issues. Then at the end of that 
conversation if we weren't able to come to a mutual under- 
standing and clear the air, then he should get his ass home 
and stay home. 

"He made the biggest mistake of his professional career [by 
not getting off that plane]. It's not the Stone Cold that I know.” 

Besides his match with Lesnar, Austin had been slated to 
take part in five different segments on Raw that night, most 
playing off the “Flair as Austin's assistant" storyline, which 
had been set up the previous week on Raw. Because of his 
absence, the entire show had to be rewritten, for the third time 
in as many months. 





IN THE LOCKER ROOM 


Chris Jericho is quick to give his take on why Stone Cold 
Steve Austin walked out of WWE. 

“| think Steve lost faith in the company and lost faith in 
the whole creative process, and as a result just didn't give a 
damn anymore and decided he'd had enough," Jericho said. 
"He took his stand and made his decision. Is it something 
| would have done? Probably not. Am | disappointed? Yes. | 


feel let down that he left the company. 


"When Steve walked out after WrestleMania, | gave him a 
call to tell him | was on his side, whatever it might be. When 
it happened again...1 don't know if he handled things the 
way | would have handled them. If there's something you 
don't like, there's always ways to get around it, to change it, 
to make it better." 

When word of Stone Cold's walkout began to spread 
in the locker room, most Superstars were shocked and dis- 
appointed in Austin. 

"You can always communicate with the boss instead of just 
going off the deep end," Goldust said. "If you don't like some- 
thing, vent it, explain it. You ain't gotta get crazy and walk out 
on the company that's done so much for you 一 my God, made 
your name. Steve Austin was made here in WWE, and Vince 
gave him plenty of opportunities, more than enough." 

William Regal calls Austin “опе of only two or three real 
friends | have in the world," and says that many of his and 
Austin's conversations over the past few months have been 
about things that happened a decade ago, which he took as 
a sign that Stone Cold was unhappy. Regal—whose own 
personal demons have been well-documented—says that it's 
hard to explain what Austin is going through to someone 
who hasn't gone through a similar situation. "You can never 
condemn somebody until you've walked in their shoes. You 
know when you watch VH1's Behind the Music and you hear 
people say, 'Money doesn't mean anything when you're 
miserable. The most important thing in your life is your 
health and your happiness,’ and people always go, ‘Ah, that's 
rubbish'? But they've never been through it. 

"No matter how much money you've got, no matter how 
famous you are, if you're not happy, none of it is worth any- 
thing. I've been through that, where life means nothing to you. 
It's а miserable way to be. It's no life. You can have all this 
money and be the loneliest person in the world. You've got 
to have gone through that to understand it." 

Chris Benoit had a high-profile departure of his own back 
in January 2000, when he parted ways with WCW. Like 
Austin’s situation, Benoit's departure from WCW was due 
to creative differences. However, he and WCW mutually 
agreed to part ways, rather than Benoit simply walking out 
as Austin did. 
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Austin says he wasn't disappointed with his WrestleMania X8 match with Scott Hall (above), 
but added that he wished he could have been a bigger part of the show. 
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Austin's walkout in Atlanta meant that his scheduled 
King of the Ring match against Eddie Guerrero was now off. 
Even though Guerrero and Benoit were derailed just before 
what would have been the biggest run of either of their careers, 
both men say that they're not bitter toward Austin. 

“T m really not one to judge;" said Guerrero, adding that his 
past substance abuse problems have also caused storylines 
to be halted midway through. "In my past experience, when 
I had my problems, I left Matt Hardy hanging, and I left that 
angle hanging. Did I do it on purpose? No. It affects every- 
body, because we're all a team. Steve's situation is different— 
and I don't know his situation—but I do know I’m not one to 
judge him. As far as having the rug pulled out from under me, 
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no, I don't feel that." 

Added Benoit, “I’m disappointed, because 
I would have loved to have wrestled against 
him, and it got cut short." 

After the Atlanta broadcast concluded, Vince 
decided it was time for action. Austin had 
now walked out twice—and he didn't want to 
allow Stone Cold a third strike before he was 
out. Vince said that no-showing a WWE live 
event could be "the only unpardonable sin left 
in our business." 

"He had done this once before [after Wrestle- 
Mania];" Vince said. “And myself and J.R. and 
others had the conversation, you can't ever walk 
off the job like this, because fans are expecting 
to see you, and when you don't show, it's the 
worst thing that can happen." 

Vince—whose on-camera history with 
Austin is legendary—says he took the situation 
extremely personally. 

"Steve was a friend of mine;" he said. "I have 
no idea what could possibly motivate him to 
walk off the job like a child, to take his ball and 
go home. I always thought that I went the extra 
mile for Stone Cold, more than anyone perhaps 
that I have ever worked with. I always thought 
that I bent over backwards for him, and this 
hurts. By just walking off, he spits in the face 
of everyone who ever supported him, spits in 
the face of everyone in this organization who 
helped him become the talent he is. It's sad." 

That Thursday, a press release issued by 
WWE detailed Austin's repeated walkouts. The 
release called his post- WrestleMania walkout 
"unprofessional and unacceptable." It noted that 
both walkouts were without company approval 
and without notice: 

"Although Steve was unhappy with his 
character's creative direction, Steve made 
the personal and unprofessional decision not 
to report to work to address his concerns. 
Therefore, Stone Cold Steve Austin is no longer an active 
member of WWE's talent roster." 

The following day, Ross addressed the Austin situation in 
his Ross Report on WWE.com. 

“T have been aware of his unhappiness as of late regarding 
creative, and we have had several spirited conversations over 
this subject as a result,” wrote Ross. “However, I never in my 
wildest dreams expected Steve to walk out on his commitments 
just as he did immediately following WrestleMania, which 
at that time was credited to burnout. 

“None of us can or should ever attempt to take any of Steve 
Austin's amazing accomplishments away from him, or down- 
play his overwhelming work ethic and drive to be the very 





best in the long and complex history of this industry. But what 
Steve did Monday by no-showing an event for the second time 
since WrestleMania was wrong, and I believe that down deep 
in his gut he knows it.” 

A special report on the walkout aired on WWE Confidential 
that Saturday night. The segment included interviews with 
Vince and Ross. Unbeknownst to the company at the time of 
recording was that Austin had been involved in an alleged 
domestic dispute with his wife, Debra (see sidebar on pg. 56). 

During the broadcast, Vince made sure to stress that Austin's 
decision was not a publicity stunt. He also addressed Stone 
Cold's future with WWE. 

“The door is not open for him to return,” Vince said. “As a 
businessman, how can I trust [Austin] to come back and build 
[him] up again, and then what? So he can walk out for the 
third time? I never say never in this business, but I don't know 
how I could do business with him. I have a responsibility to 
our stockholders, a responsibility to our fans." 

Vince said the decision was a tough one. 

"I look in the mirror firstly when things like this happen 
and say what could I have done to have changed it, what could 
I have done not to have had this happen, and I’m not sure I 
know the answer,” he said. “ГІ accept whatever blame I can 
put on myself in terms of lack of communication or whatever, 
but when someone won't speak to you, won't come to work 
and discuss intelligently how to get out of something, my hands 
are tied. And heretofore, in whatever disagreement he and I 
ever had, we always sat down and worked it out. We always 
saw each other's point of view. It always worked that way. 
But when someone won't sit down with you, [when] they 
refuse to show up, they've screwed you." 





Austin asked to work with Superstars such as Undertaker (above) 
and Triple Н, but “people were tired of seeing them all face each 
other," says Michael Hayes. 


“I'm not sure about Steve's side or the company's side, 
but | disagree with how he left,” Benoit said. “I believe 
there's a way to do it, and | disagree with just walking out. 
Unless you've been physically threatened or your life 
depends on it—not much beyond that. In my opinion, 
there's never a reason to walk out." 

Added D'Lo Brown, "To me it's a slap in the face to 
everyone who's helped create Stone Cold, because he 
didn't do it himself. The millions of WWE fans and the guys 
under contract helped build him. As talent, we know who 
the 'moneymaker' is, that we ride on their backs, and that 
they support the company. And when this person doesn't 
want to do business, it affects everybody. Up to this point, 
I've had a lot of respect for [Austin] as a man, as a performer 
and as an entertainer, and this really changes my whole 
outlook on him as a person." 

D'Lo said that Austin's abnormal behavior was 
nothing new. 

"He was becoming very introverted in the back. Before 
he would always be joking, laughing, relaxed. In the few 
months I've been back, I’ve seen him sitting by himself. 
Maybe that's just my perception; maybe | didn't see every- 
thing going on. But it seemed he was a little quieter in the 
back, not that open person anymore." 

Said Brock Lesnar; "He was easier to talk to when | first 
got here. He's been a different person as the months went 
on. He's had a lot of pressure on him for a lot of years. ..but 
Still, sit back, relax and enjoy it. Some days it's hard to do, but 
jeez, make me a millionaire and you won't see me unhappy." 

Lesnar says he looked up to Austin as a locker-room 
leader, but adds that won't stop him, among others, from 
seizing the opportunity presented by the Rattlesnake's 
absence. 

“If he's going to leave, it opens a bigger door," Lesnar 
said. “It would have been a bigger door for me if l'd had the 
chance to work with him, but that's the crazy thing about this 
business: anything can happen. If you're not around, it just 
opens a spot for somebody else to step out and take over." 

Goldust, who considers Austin a friend, says the company 
Will go on, with or without him. 

"Life will go on," he said. "We can do without him. We've 
got more talent than ever before. We don't need Stone 
Cold Steve Austin. We don't need anybody. Vince is a 
smart businessman. He knows this s***. It would be nice 
to have [Austin], but he's got some personal problems and 
some issues he needs to deal with. I'm sure any one of us 
would help him if he asked for it." 

Added Jericho, “My company is WWE, and | stand 
behind my company. If you're not here anymore, thanks for 
everything you did, but it's time for us to continue on and 
make more stars, make more Steve Austins and make this 
company even stronger." 
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Stone Cold met with Kevin Nash (above) and Scott Hall on April 1, to tell them they weren't the reasons behind his post- WrestleMania walkout. 
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Added J.R., “I just don’t know how anyone could trust him, 
because what's going to happen at the next bump in the road? 
Is he gonna go home again? I think that goes for anybody on 
our roster. If you don't want to be a part of the team and take 
this company to the promised land, you should get your ass 
home. Don't waste anybody's time. Pack your bags and go. 
But be professional enough to do it the right way." 

That Monday on Raw; the Austin issue was again addressed. 
At the first mention of Stone Cold's name—during the first 
commercial break of the show—the live crowd in Oakland 
initially booed, but the boos soon turned to chants of *We Want 
Austin!" Vince McMahon then came out to address the situa- 
tion, ending his comments by thanking Austin for the memories 
and raising a toast to him in the ring. 

"I would hate to think it's the last chapter in the history 
of that character, but it very well might be;" Triple H said. 
"But if it is, it's because of a decision that Steve Austin made. 
Nobody else. 

"If Steve doesn't want to be here, then there's no place 
worse for him to be, because this business is hard enough on 
you physically, emotionally, everything—and that's when 
you want to be here. If you don't want to be here, that misery 
just multiplies and compounds daily." 
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Triple H said that when Austin left, many of the young 
Superstars looked to himself, Undertaker and other veterans 
to find out how to react to the situation. “There’s a lot of con- 
fusion among the other Superstars, not knowing what's hap- 
pening,” he said. “It’s like a little kid, in a way—you look to 
see how you should react. The younger guys need to realize 
that's not how you do business. Personal demons aside, it 
was wrong from a business perspective. I think they all feel 
that and understand it. 

"I don't agree with anybody just walking out, no matter who 
they are. I believe you owe that to the boys, you owe that to 
the people at the TV studio, you owe that to Vince, you owe 
that to every single person that's ever had anything to do with 
any part of this company, and you owe that most especially 
to the fans who were so behind Stone Cold Steve Austin. 
Steve Austin owed them all that” 

In addition to being a locker-room leader, Triple H's girl- 
friend is Stephanie McMahon. Some rumors have stated that 
Austin's problems may stem from jealousy toward Triple H 
and his relationship with the McMahon family. According to 
those stories, Austin felt some of his "stroke" with the boss 
slip away once Triple H and Stephanie became involved. 

"Only Steve can answer the question of whether he was 





jealous,” Triple Н said. “I don't believe Гуе ever given him а 
reason to be. I don't think that I have Vince’s ear any more than 
anybody else does. Yes, I do date Stephanie, but when I’m 
around [the McMahons] on a personal basis, we don't talk 
business. I think, if anything, it's probably harder for me, 
because Vince is much more critical of how I do and how I act. 
He doesn't show favoritism. Steve has had Vince's ear as much 
as he ever has. And when you look at it, I don't think you can 
say Vince held Steve down in any way. To me, everything over 
the last couple of months was done to promote Steve's char- 
acter; Steve just didn't like it. Maybe the business seemed like 
it was moving in a different direction from him. But I don't 
think that was the truth—it certainly seemed that Raw was 
completely based around him." 

Michael Hayes addressed rumors that Austin had become 
difficult to work with from a creative perspective. 

"I don't think he was any harder to work with than he always 
was," Hayes said. "I don't think he was being hard just to be 
hard—he was trying to get the best out of the situation. I think 
part of Steve's frustration was the fact that he kept wanting 
to stay in that same mold, and I think he preferred working 
with people he was more comfortable with, such as Hunter 
and "Taker. These guys are great, and they have pulled this 
wagon unbelievably. But quite frankly, people were tired of 
seeing them all face each other. 

“I think the Stone Cold Steve Austin character still had а 
lot of legs, with somebody else, somebody new. I think his 
unwillingness to explore some of that could have been part of 
his downfall. It's difficult to continually top yourself. The Stone 
Cold phenomenon was one that was born, in my estimation, 
out of the ability to break all barriers and all rules. And he did 





"Kevin Nash and Scott Hall entertain the s*** out of me," said Austin 
ofthe nWo members, above with X-Pac. “All we do is sit there and laugh 
every time we talk." 





Bradshaw is quick to point out that his words, and 
the words of his fellow Superstars, are intended purely on 
a professional level—not a personal one. 

"I'm not attacking Steve at all, and | don’t believe anybody 
is," Bradshaw said. "I don't know what Steve is going through 
at home. | don't know what he's going through contract-wise 
or what all his gripes and complaints are. | love Steve. He's 
been a good friend of mine for years and will continue to be. 
But the take in the locker room is that he let everybody down. 
You just don't do that." 

Although Vince McMahon said on Confidential that the 
door is closed for Austin to return, when RAW Magazine 
asked the Superstars if they thought Austin would be back, 
more than a dozen answered the same way—"never 
say never." 

"Steve loves this business," Bradshaw said. "He loves 
everything about this business. He loves performing, he 
loves going out in front of the crowd, he loves the one-on- 
one of a great match. He has a passion for this business 
that is almost unparalleled. In that respect, ! definitely see 
Steve wrestling again. I'd love to see him come back, mend 
fences and finish out his career here. There's no better 
place. This is where he built his name." 

Shawn Michaels is living proof that there's no burned 
bridge that can't be rebuilt in sports-entertainment. He also 
says he can foresee a day when Austin returns to WWE. 

“Міпсе) is an unbelievably forgiving man,” Michaels said. 
"| put him through a lot. He will tell anybody—nobody 
pushed him like | did. And he always forgave me." 

Triple H said he wants to see Austin come back—but 
says it's more important right now for Stone Cold to sort out 
his personal problems. 

"| hope the best for Steve Austin as a person," he 
said. "Forget wrestling; if his life is falling apart outside this 
industry, | hope he can pull it all together, because once 
that downward spiral happens, it's hard to get out of. It's 
happened to a lot of people, and | just hope he's not one 
of them." 

Hulk Hogan echoed "The Game's" comments, saying he 
too hopes to see Austin back one day, and added some 
poignant words of advice. 

"Believe in yourself," Hogan said. “Steve, the one thing 
| can tell you—and some people will say I'm full of s***—is 
that Vince McMahon is Stone Cold Steve Austin's friend. 
| can tell you that unequivocally, without a shadow of a 
doubt. Vince wants to be—and is—one of Stone Cold's 
best friends. | know that for a fact." 

Guerrero offers Austin a simple piece of advice—hang 
on. "Don't give up," Guerrero said. "Whatever it is, you can 
get through it." m 











For more exclusive quotes, visit the magazine section of WWE.com. 
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it well, better than anybody. But sooner or later, I think you 
have to evolve. 

“People get to the top of their profession because they 
know what they're doing, so you have to listen to talent. They 
know their character better than anybody. But every time 
you put limitations [on creative], it's difficult. Any time you 
have parameters and rules governing what you can and can- 
not do with a character, you're going to end up hitting a wall. 
You're going to run out of ideas. 

"Steve did a lot for this company, and he deserves to be 
remembered that way. But he also deserves to be remembered 
as the guy that walked out on us. It was a responsibility, yes, 
but it's one Austin gladly took, and then he just kicked us all 
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Are Stone Cold Steve Austin's days with World Wrestling Entertainment finished? 
Only time will tell. 
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in the balls. Maybe this is something he needed to do, but it 
wasn't a good way to do it." 

Members of the creative team also say that Austin was 
constantly pushing for Debra to be more involved in story- 
lines, but add that all their suggestions were shot down. 
Austin refused to do storylines that would separate the two of 
them. While he was opposed to her competing in the ring, he 
was also apparently unwilling to allow her to participate in 
the most recent Divas photo shoots, which involved the full 
complement of the WWE Women's roster. 

“He wanted her on the show,” Hayes said. “I don’t know if 
that's what he really wanted, or if she was pressuring him. I 
don't know where it derived from, but with the stipulations 
imposed on us, it was next to impossible. It was a double-edged 
sword." 

Hulk Hogan didn't want to speculate on what's going 
through Austin's head right now, but as a main-event Superstar 
for more than two decades, he offered an analysis of what can 
happen in such situations. 

“The first thing that happens is that you try to distance 
yourself personally,’ Hogan said. “You try not to follow the 
general code of ethics, following a business rule of thumb, and 
you start talking in third-person on a business level—such 
as ‘Hulk Hogan wouldn't do that. That's not good for Hulk 
Hogan's character. Business talk, not just interview talk— 
“Stone Cold wouldn't do that. That's the first sign of when 
you're trying to be protective and you have your guard up, 
of when you don't trust people. If you mix that with some 
personal problems, you can play mind games and get so far 
away from what is really happening and from what the com- 
pany's intent really is, that you don't know if you're getting 
screwed, or if you're being told the truth. You're in another 
world, on another planet, nothing is real and nothing is right. 
Nothing works for you because everyone's out to get you." 

Although Vince stated on Confidential that the door was 
closed for Austin, most Superstars in the locker room say they 
expect him to be back one day, once he works out his problems. 
Until that day, says Big Show, there's one word to sum up the 
situation—sad. 

“It almost feels like a storyline sometimes,” Show said. 
“T think about it, and it's like, “What the hell is going on?’ 
Just thinking about the respect he and Vince had for each 
other...you'd see it in the locker room and the work Steve 
produced. Maybe sometimes you have to blow up the Kitchen, 
stand back, take a look at it, see if it's worth fixing and how 
to fix it. 

“T just think this is a real sad situation. The fans are 
robbed of a great talent. The guys in the locker room 
are robbed of a great leader and a guy who gives a lot inside 
the ring. And Steve's robbed of the performance factor. This 
is one situation where nobody wins. And that's the worst 
kind of situation of all." ш 





Phil Speer and Chris Gough contributed to this story. Special thanks to the 
producers of WWE Confidential and to KMOL-TV in San Antonio. 
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THE FINISHER 


This Is The Time of Our Lives 


“...the good ole days weren't always 
good, and tomorrow ain't as bad as it 
seems." 

— Billy Joel 
"Keeping the Faith" 


Sports-entertainment fans love to wax 
nostalgic about the “good ole days.” It's 
no different in that sense than any other 
sports or entertainment medium. I’m 
more guilty than most in that respect. 
Give me half a chance and ГЇЇ chew your 
ear off about the Superstars I grew up 
watching in the late "70s and early '80s— 
the Magnificent Muraco, the Moondogs, 
Cowboy Bob Orton, Pedro Morales...I 
could go on for days. 

Nostalgia is great, especially when 
you're talking about WWE and its 
incredibly rich history of colorful char- 
acters. We here at RAW Magazine 
indulge in “good-ole-days” talk a lot, 
with features like “Fantasy Warfare" and 
“Legends,” and, for the most part, we get 
à good response on those, with a ton of 
letters saying either, “Yeah, I remember 
that guy!" or, from the younger crowd, 
"Wow! He must have been something 
to see!" 

I love those walks down Memory 
Lane, but nostalgia has its drawbacks. 
Most notably, you lose sight of what you 
have right in front of you now. 

And right now I’m going to hit you 
with a big statement: Today, here and 
now, we are witnessing the greatest age 
of sports-entertainment. Ever. 

Yeah, sure, I see the ratings. I read the 
dirtsheets and the critiques. I was watch- 
ing a few years ago when our ratings 
were through the roof, and every critic 
on earth came on bended knee to put 
over the phenomenon of “Attitude” that 
Vince McMahon created. I remember 
it real well. And I'm telling you that, 
decades from now, right now is the time 
fans will look back on as the greatest 
era of all time. 

Why? It's called star power. This is 
the greatest assemblage of talent under 
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one umbrella in sports-entertainment 
history. It's the only time in history that 
this many all-time legends have worked 
together. For comparison, you have to 
look back at the heavyweight boxing 
scene of the 1970s, when the careers of 
Muhammad Ali, George Foreman, Larry 
Holmes, Joe Frazier and Ken Norton 
overlapped. Earnie Shavers, a man who 
would have destroyed virtually every 
top heavy weight competing today, never 
won a title then. He didn't make the cut. 

In the past several months, we've seen 
The Rock and Hollywood Hulk Hogan 
in the ring together. Triple H and 
Undertaker. See where I’m going with 
this? Kurt Angle. Chris Jericho. Eddie 
Guerrero. Chris Benoit. Booker T. Rob 
Van Dam. Find me one point in history— 
any point in history for that matter— 
where that many all-time greats have 
competed together. Not just greats of 
their eras, but all-time greats. You can't. 

Not too long ago, all the hullabaloo 
was about how the old WCW had 
assembled the greatest cast of athletes in 
the history of the business, and to be sure, 
it was an impressive list indeed. Take a 
look at today's WWE roster, and you'll 
notice that most of those guys—the best 
of them, you could argue—are now here. 
And they're here in addition to Angle, 
The Rock, Undertaker, Triple H, et al. 
Greatest roster of all time? Late-'90s 
WCW doesn't hold a candle to what's 
going on here and now. Not even close. 

We all know what history will say 
about Superstars like Triple H, The Rock 
and Undertaker in 15 years, let alone 
115 years. Legends. Icons. Among the 
greatest of any era. They already say that 
about Hogan and Flair, and rightfully so. 
But fast-forward 15 years—what will 
they say about Angle or RVD? Years 
from now, what kind of careers will 
men like Edge, Brock Lesnar and the 
Hardy Boyz have had? 

And all these Superstars are here, 
competing together in matches that were 
strictly limited to fantasy booking only 
a few short years ago. There has never 
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been such a collection of greatness, and 
there may never be again. History will 
look back on WWE 2002 and see that 
it's much like baseball in the 1920s, 
when established legends like Ty Cobb 
and Walter Johnson shared the stage with 
rising immortals like Babe Ruth and 
Lou Gehrig. A golden era unsurpassed 
before or since. 

There isn't anything wrong with 
looking back fondly on the “good ole 
days,” be it the eras of Lou Thesz and 
Buddy Rogers, Bruno Sammartino and 
Superstar Billy Graham, the first run 
of Hulkamania, even the heyday of 
D-Generation X or Austin vs. McMahon. 
Watch the tapes and enjoy. It's great 
stuff. 

Just don't lose sight of what's going 
on today, because it's never happened 
before. It may never happen again. 

One day, years from now, your grand- 
kids will ask you what it was like to see 
The Rock and Hogan tangle at Wrestle- 
Mania. If you miss it, you're cheating 
them out of something special. And 
you're cheating yourself, too. I 
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